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Why We Must Act Now 


Our Congressmen are home. 


Now is the time to talk with them about the Hill-Douglas Public 


Library Service Demonstration Bill (S-1920 and H R-5742). 


This is our opportunity to urge our own Congressmen to work for 


early action on this Bill in the next session of Congress. 


We can remind them that the Bill received the unanimous approval 


ot both the House and the Senate sub-committees. 


We can outline the purpose of the Bill as follows: 


1 


1. To provide a demonstration of adequate library service to 
people now without it or inadequately served. 


2. To provide means for studying various methods of providing 
public library service, primarily in rural areas, and tor 
studying the effect of planning on a regional basis upon the 
development of library service. 


can strengthen our arguments by quoting Emily Taft Douglas 
Representative-at-large, Illinois, who introduced the Bill: “It is 
a shocking fact that thirty-five million American citizens have no 
library service whatsoever. More than six hundred counties in 
the country (roughly one out of five) are without a library,” and 
further: ‘In a country where we the people, are the government, 
it is necessary that there should be authorative information 
available throughout every section of the land. In an era of 
vast and swift changes, it is imperative that the citizens have 
material to keep abreast of the times. 


Congressional action early in 1947 is our goal! 


Our responsibility is twofold: 


(a) To inform ourselves on the Library Demonstration Bill. 


(b) To Act Now! 
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A CHALLENGE TO MICHIGAN LIBRARIANS 


By DONALD W. KOHLSTEDT 
President, Michigan Library Association 


World events, moving with breath taking momentum, 
have thrust us headlong into a new age. As librarians we 
must now decide whether we will meet its challenge and 
measure up to the responsibilities that are ours or whether 
we will become engulfed and sublimated through inactivity. 


Our very lives now depend upon our ability to cooper- 
ate and maintain peace with other nations. People every- 
where urgently need every possible help toward wise, con- 
structive thinking from which may evolve a basis for com- 
mon understanding, common ideas and ideals. Education 
in understanding cannot be left to the schools which reach 
the youth of our country only. Our libraries must become 
centers of education in the traditions, ideas and ideals from 
which a peaceful and progressive world order may emerge. 
In addition to being custodians of the wisdom of the past 
we must also assume the responsibility for disseminating 
the facts which will influence the thinking of today and 
tomorrow. 


To meet this challenge we must obviously increase 
library income by enlarging or reorganizing our areas of 
service and we must focalize our efforts on procuring more 
adequate financial aid from the state. The achievement 
of a state-wide minimum of one dollar per capita annually 
for public library support should be the joint goal of state 
and local governments. Michigan, once a leader in the 
state aid movement, is falling behind in library support. 
The greatest opportunity to prove the value of library ser- 
vice is within our grasp today. To meet this obligation | 
propose that we ask for and justify the expenditure of a 
minimum of $1,600,000 state aid for 1946-47. 
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KATHARYNE G. SLENEAU The 


The death of Katharyne G. Sleneau, on August 15, 1946, brought a sense of 8 
great sadness and deep personal loss to her many friends. words 


oe — catior 
Born in Bay City, Michigan, the greater part of Miss Sleneau's life was devoted 


to library work, which she strove to promote to its highest levels. After having and 

been graduated from the University of Michigan and the Pratt Institute of Library Ing a 
Science, Miss Sleneau served for nine years as librarian of the Port Huron Public consi 
Library. From there, in 1919, she was called to Highland Park to establish and In t 
organize the McGregor Public Library. The beautiful and artistic building which iS Sor 
is now the McGregor Public Library, was built under her direction and was dedi- 
cated in March, 1926. She served as its Head until her retirement on July 1, 1943. and i; 


Blessed with all the attributes of a beloved and successful librarian, Miss have 
Slenéau was endowed with a strong community consciousness and McGregor bad | 
Library, under her guidance, became the social and cultural center of Highland sively 
Park and a place beloved by its 50,000 citizens. It is a living tribute to Miss the y 
Sleneau and her years of tireless effort. ple w 


During her active years Miss Sleneau was an enthusiastic member of the the p 
Michigan Library Association. She served as its president from 1916-1917, was ing te 
largely responsible for the passage of the first County Library Law, and helped have 
to promote the Association's program of Round Tables. We 

At the time of her death she was a member of the Highland Park Community an 
Council, a board member of the Young Women’s Christian Association, and a member eel 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Detroit. 1S SOI 

With the passing of Katharyne Sleneau her many close friends and former cator; 
associates have suffered a very deep loss. Her gentleness of spirit, her tolerance, Eve 
and her profound understanding of human nature were a great encouragement and learn 
inspiration to everyone who knew her. to pre 
schoc 
collec 
life o 
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THE GREAT BOOKS EXTENSION PROGRAM 


By JOHN P. BARDEN, University of Chicago 
An Address Delivered at the Waldenwoods Institute 


sion Program of The University of 

Chicago is easy to state. What the 
statement means will take me exactly 
forty minutes to tell you. This will be 
hard on you, but I assure you it is a 
pleasure for me. 

The aim of the program is free, uni- 
versal, adult liberal education in the 
United States. This kind of education is 
free because none of the participants will 
pay anything for the instruction. It is 
very nearly universal. for any adult who 
can read is eligible to be a participant. 
It is adult because it is designed for peo- 
ple who are earning livings and raising 
families, people who must consider fur- 
ther education as an avocation. It is lib- 
eral because it is concerned with books 
and because it can liberate the mind from 
specialization, special pleading, and 
prejudice. = 

The aim, then, is free, universal, adult, 
liberal education. The most important 
words for us to consider are “‘liberal edu- 
cation.” The words, “free,” “universal,” 
and “adult” all refer to certain interest- 
ing administrative devices which we shall 
consider incidentally. 

In the most general sense, all education 
is some kind of preparation for the future 
and is addressed to people who think they 
have one. We habitually—and it is a 
bad habit—think about education exclu- 
sively in connection with the children and 
the youth of the land. They are the peo- 
ple who have the most future. They are 
the people who can afford to make learn- 
ing temporarily a career. We adults. too, 
have some future and some hope for it. 
We can, if we will, continue our educa- 
tion, not as children. but as adults, which 
is something different. It is up to the edu- 
cators to show us how. 

Everybody goes to grammar school to 
learn reading, writing, and arithmetic and 
to prepare for high school. We go to high 
school to prepare for life or to prepare for 
college. We go to college to prepare for 
life or to enter some profession or special 


T aim of the Great Books Exten- 
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field. We go to a university to keep on 
preparing for life and to learn about some 
profession or special field. Finally life 
catches up with us and we begin learning 
it the hard way. 

We begin the pursuit of life, liberty and 
happiness without knowing much about 
them. It is not surprising that the pursuit 
often turns out to be a chase atter a will o’ 
the wisp! Man is not educated as man in 
the United States. He is educated as a 
machinist, a lawyer, a librarian, a spe- 
cialist. He learns how to do something. 
His ambition is to be somebody. He 
should learn how to be a man. His am- 
bition should be to be a good man. 

Ladies will please note that the term, 
man, is used generically. They are in 
this, too. 

The proper study of mankind is man, 
the poet says. The education of man as 
man is liberal education. Sometime be- 
fore an American learns to act as a spe- 
cialist he should have begun to learn to 
act as a man. If he did, and if he kept 
at it, he would be a better man, a better 
citizen, and hence—I dare say—a better 
specialist. Our specialists are doing fine, 
I must confess. In library science they 
are wonderful. In nuclear physics, in mili- 
tary and naval science, they are doing 
frightfully well. They have made the 
country powerful, but only good men and 
good citizens will make it good and great. 
Only they will save it in the end. If most 
of us did not begin liberal education be- 
fore we became specialists perforce to 
earn our livings and to raise our families, 
we can begin it now. It may be free, but 
it is not easy. 

Liberal education is concerned with 
practice leading to proficiency in those 
arts which are appropriate to man and to 
no other animal. The distinguished char- 
acteristics of man lie in his rational and 
political nature. By nature he can ex- 
press and receive with some accuracy 
ideas of a high conceptual order. He can 
express and receive them accurately in 
prorositions which are simple or com- 





plex relations of ideas. He can express 
and receive them in sustained relation in 
an argument, a proof, or an analysis. He 
can read, write, talk, and listen to others 
—and no other animal can. These are 
four arts of communication: Two of them 
relate to expression; they are talking and 
writing. Two of them relate to reception; 
they are reading and listening to others. 
These are the liberal arts appropriate to 
man, and their practice with a view to 
proficiency is a part of the education of 
man as man. You have forgotten the 
art of thinking, the captious critic shouts! 
Not at all, doctor. Thinking is always 
done in terms of some kind. Reading, 
writing, talking and listening to others are 
the processes and the only evidences of 
thought. Man is not only a rational, but 
also a political animal. He cannot think 
very profitably except in communication 
with other human beings. He cannot 
think at all, except in the terms of com- 
munication with others, the terms of the 
language. He can talk to himself. He 
can set up a straw man and talk to him. 
This kind of thinking will soon die for lack 
of sustinence. Anybody can brood, or 
worry, or exult to himself, but he cannot 
think. A penny for anybody's thoughts 
is a blackmarket transaction. It is more 
than ceiling price for a substantial prod- 
uct. 

Practice in the liberal arts of reading, 
writing, talking and listening to others is 
not all there is to liberal education. Alone 
they stand as formal disciplines—impor- 
tant forms, it is true, but purely formal. 
Allow me to direct your attention to what 
we ought to read, write, listen, and talk 
about if we are to become liberally edu- 
cated persons. 

The liberally educated person should 
have a considerable understanding of the 
basic concepts, the first principles which 
underly the whole knowledge and activi- 
ty of our civilization. He ought to have 
considered at some length the great is- 
sues which have long confronted men. liv- 
ing as men in a world populated with 
men who have subjugated all other ani- 
mals and nature itself when the occasion 
demanded. Some of these great issues 
are good and evil, the individual and the 
state, the ruler and the ruled freedom and 
security, war and peace, justice and force, 
empiricism and rational analysis, science 


and religion, materialism and_ idealism, 
and the like. These isues are still with 
us today. Many of them will be with us 
so long as man survives as man, for they 
concern the relations of man to nature, 
man to man, and man to God. Wem 
never resolve any of them, although 
has been tried, but we can understand 
them. By continuous pursuit of this kind 
of understanding we can perhaps lead 
more knowledgeable, if not better, lives, 
To this end, we can read and talk about 
books, the best books available. 


The best books are not to be confused 
with the latest. Indeed, the time a book 
was written is no criterion at all. The fact 
that a book is old or new does not make 
it great. A great book is a book which 
added something new, something inm- 
portant, something permanent, to our in- 
tellectual heritage. Perhaps it adds a 
new idea, a new relation of ideas, ora 
new analysis and resolution of a great is- 
sue. Perhaps, as in Shakespeare, it is 
the insight and beauty of great poetry. 
These works. containing the great cont- 
butions of all time, are of our time as well. 
They have contemporaneity. The prob- 
lem they raise and the solutions they of 
fer are as worth knowing today as when 
they were written down. That is why 
they are great. There have been many 
worthwhile contributions to knowledge, 
but not all of them have had the univer 
sality, the soundness, or the influence to 
be still applicable to the affairs of men in 
the modern world. 

The great books, too, are difficult to 
read. There is no use pretending they 
are not. They are always a little over our 
heads. A rereading always brings new 
insights even to the most learned. They 
are books of almost inexhaustible sub 
stance. The man who understands them 
completely is either being fatuous or he 
should be writing, and not reading greal 
books. Do not allow the: difficulty to im 
timidate you. mybody who can read, 
can read a great book with some under 
standing. It may be painful. It may 
require courage. But the sudden illum: 
nation of a new relation of ideas or an 
analysis never thought of before is the 
most exciting adventure of the human 
mind. The great books are full of such 
adventures. 

The great books are not classifiable in 
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any particular field of knowledge. There 
are said to be different kinds of great 
books,—Philosophic, scientific, historical 
and poetic. Even this is dubious in some 
cases. The great books are addresses 
fo man generally and what they have to 
say often cuts across many of our some- 
what arbitrary, modern fields of knowl- 
edge. In what department of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago would you place Aris- 
tole or Montaigne? One wiseacre has 
suggested that he would make Aristotle 
chairman of them all and assign Mon- 
taigne to public relations. 

The talk about the 100 Great Books is 
erroneous talk. Most lists, compiled by 
those who have read them all, agree on 
about 70 authors and about 375 titles. 
There is some disagreement among the 
various lists, but as to the great majority 
of the authors and titles, the unanimity is 
astonishing. The criteria of originality, im- 
portance and contemporaneity seem to 
have lead to almost consistent results 
reached by the independent judgments 
of people who have read all the books. 
There is nobody quite so independent as 
a person who has read all the great 
books. 

Reading the great books, talking about 
them, and listening to other people talk 
about them are by no means all the ac- 
tivities of learning which comprise a full 
liberal education. There is no disciplined 
practice in writing; there is no work with 
the materi ls of the plastic arts and music 
or the principles of criticism applicable to 
them; there is no laboratory for science 
and little work in mathematics. We have 
not yet succeeded in devising a way to 
bring these matters into adult liberal edu- 
cation. although with that persistence 
which has always characterized the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, we keep experiment- 
ing to find a way to do it. Adults, with 
other more pressing occupations, would 
not have the time, the patience or the en- 
ergy to engage in a full liberal education, 
if present methods were used. Except 
for adults in exceptional circumstances 
the full activity of liberal education would 
have to be spread so thin that interest 
would be lost. Adults can, however, read 
some part of a great book every two 
weeks. ~ they can meet with _ their 
friends and neighbors fortnightly to t alk 
about it. They can talk about it under 
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the leadership of other friends and 
neighbors who have been trained in 
some of the techniques of this kind 


of leadership. After some experience 
we are able to assert that the great 
books seminar is the central and most 
important part of liberal education and 
that even adults can find time for it. 
Let me tell you something about that 
experience. 

The idea of reading books and raising 
important questions about them for dis- 
cussion is not new. Indeed, it is as old 
as Socrates himself, atlhough he did it 
without books. If he were living today, 
he would be exactly 2,416 years old, and 
we too would no doubt hand him the 
hemlock, as the Athenians did and for 
the same reasons. In this country, long 
before great books seminars were tried at 
the University of Chicago, Columbia Uni- 
versity had a course entitled ‘Classics in 
the Western World” led by Messrs. John 
Erskine and Everett Dean Martin. The 
course was impressively successful. It 
led directly to the experiments at Chicago. 

For sixteen years two men of some im- 
portance in the University of Chicago 
community — Robert M. Hutchins and 
Mortimer J. Adler — have been leading 
great books seminars at the University. 
They have tried various lists of books. 
They have taught bright undergraduates, 
ordinary undergraduates, high school stu- 
dents, and adults. These experiments 
were regarded in many quarters of the 
University as an interesting and doubtless 
instructive hobby, like reading Sherlock 
Holmes aloud on wintry nights. The stu- 
dents, however, were enthusiastic and 
took the somewhat menacing position. in 
an institution of higher learning, that they 
were really learning something. 

Mr. Adler was particularly interested in 
great books seminars for adults. He has 
a class of them in Highland Park, Illinois, 
which has just completed its sixteenth 
year. In 1940, the great books experi- 
ments finally caught the attention of Uni- 
versity College, the University of Chi- 
cago’s venerable adult educational insti- 
tution. This institution had been trying to 
interest Chicago adults in the higher 
things in life since 1908. The effort, able 
though it was, had a deplorable lack of 
effect which is perfectly apparent to any- 
body who knows Chicago. Great Books 


for grownup Chicagoans seemed, how- 
ever, to have a considerable appeal. The 
hog butcher of the world, the skeptics 
said, has turned to butchering the great 
books. 


In 1944, under the leadership of the new 
Dean, Mr. Cyril O. Houle, enough instruc- 
tors were found to organize six classes. 
They were oversubscribed. Six more 
were added during the year. Still, Uni- 
versity College kept having unaccus- 
tomed troubles with too much enrollment. 
Mr. Houle decided that the limited num- 
ber of University of Chicago instructors 
could never meet the demand. He sug- 
gested to the Chicago Public Library 
that librarians and other laymen from the 
communities in which the branches of the 
library were situated could be trained as 
non-professional leaders of great books 
community groups. The instruction would 
be conducted by the University of Chi- 
cago. Mr. Carl Roden, the Director of 
the Chicago Public Library, agreed. Sub- 
urban libraries and schools were like- 
wise interested, and the course was set 
up for 70 non-professional leaders in the 
Chicago area, in the Spring of 1945. It 
was administered by Mr. Lowell Martin of 
the University’s Graduate Library School. 
It was taught by a group of -instructors 
headed by Mr. Adler. The course con- 
sisted of 10 two-hour sessions and was 
designed to give by lecture. demonstra- 
tion ,and practice the techniques of leader- 
ship of group discussion to the prospec- 
tive, non-profesisonal leaders. 


In October, 1945, these non-professional 
leaders opened 34 community groups in 
the Chicago area. They did very well 
indeed. We know this because exper- 
ienced University instructors visited the 
classes and said so. Some of them were 
kind enough to say that they saw com- 
munity groups which were better than 
the seminars at the University. This year, 
the training course has been repeated in 
Chicago, and we even put the show on 
the road. Training courses have now 
been instituted in Detroit, Cleveland and 
Indianapolis. This has been done by as- 
sisting local institutions which are inter- 
ested in adult education to cooperate on 
a great books community program in 
their areas. The entire administration of 
the program in the area is in their hands. 


In October, 1946, about 5,000 people 


will begin meeting once every two weeks 
under trained leadership in their own 
local communities to discuss 18 greq 
books, or carefully selected parts of them, 
during the next year. Perhaps some of 
you will join one of these groups. 

If you do, you will join a group of no} 
more than forty people seated around q 
single table, or a hollow square of tables, 
so that each can talk directly to any 
other person in the room. You will notice 
at once that there is an atmosphere which 
suggests both informality and discipline, 
Ashtrays and the books for the evening 
are strewn along the table. People are 
smoking, laughing, paging through the 
book, but only one is talking at a time. 
The leaders are asking questions. They 
are calling on particular members of the 
group to answer them. An argument de 
velops. The leaders encourage it, control 
it, move it along. Other members of the 
group join it, but only one person talks 
at a time and every body gets a chance. 
Minds get to work. The intensity grows. 
It is punctuated by a laugh, a change of 
pace, or a shift of topic. The leaders by 
other questions move on to other points. 
Always the leaders ask questions. They 
do not have any answers. They want to 
know what the author of the book says, 
what he means, and whether what he 
says and means is true. This goes on for 
two hours; two hours are enough. The 
two leaders sit at one end or side of the 
toble. Two leaders are necessary. Only 
one might get tired or afraid, or annoyed, 
or dictatorial. He might be tempted to 
give up the difficult business of leading 
a discussion and begin lecturing. That 
would be the worst disaster of all. His 
colleague can relieve him, sustain him, 
banter with him, and stop him when he 
falls in to some error. Together they have 
the energy, the coherence, the articula 
tion, and the patience which are neces- 
sary for leadership. Singly, neither might 
be in full possession of those pedagogical 
virtues. 

Before meeting the group, they con- 
ferred about the main questions which 
ought to be raised about the book. To 
gether they ask these questions and im- 
provise many more on the spurs of the 
moments. 

Each member of the group reads the 
book because he knows that nobody is 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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) Patsy won't get much out of Plato. 
Plato S It’s too advanced for her. Patsy’s 
reading material—and her reference 
material, too—should be scaled to her 

too heavy young, developing mind. 

Britannica Junior — the only en- 
cyclopaedia specifically intended for 

f p t younger boys and girls—is designed 
Or d Sy for children from 8 to 13, children 
like Patsy. 

The checked vocabulary—like 
that of a textbook—is graded to ele 
mentary level. Sentence structure 
and length, subject matter, scope of 
information, action types of illustra- 
tion—all are scaled to the elementary 
pupil’s needs and capacities. 

And it’s easy to find things in 
Britannica Junior. A Ready-Refer- 
ence volume gives immediate infor- 
mation on more than 20,000 sub- 
jects. More than 50,000 references 
correlate information elsewhere in 
the set. Librarians find that this 
volume assists children in develop- 
ing the habit of using an index, 
and in finding information without 
adult help. For further information 
about Britannica Junior, fill in cou- 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA 


20 NORTH WACKER DRIVE, CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS 
Educational Dept. 115-K 


Please send me, without cost or obligation, information about 
Britannica Junior. 


Schoo! or Library 
City _ Zone State 


Personal Use? _Library Use? 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Name_ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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CANDIDATES EXPRESS VEIWS ON LIBRARY SERVICE 





COOGEE IO 


The following letters from the gubernatorial candidates were read at the first 
general session of the annual conference held on board the S. S. South American. 





September 4, 1946 


Miss Adeline Cooke, President, 
Michigan Library Association, 
Baldwin Public Library, 
Birmingham, Michigan. 


My Dear Miss Cooke: 


In answer to your inquiry as to how I 
feel about the projects and ambitions of 
the Michigan Library Association, I shall 
try to give you what must necessarily be 
a brief and more or less general state- 
ment. To make you a lot of promises 
without knowing more of your specific de- 
sires and plans would be unfair, even 
though some might think it better cam- 
paign strategy. But I have no intention 
of resorting to such tactics in my cam- 
paign for the governorship. 

However, I am definitely for any rea- 
sonable program looking toward the 
equalization and expansion of library fa- 
cilities in our state, based upon the needs 
of the community and the availability of 
public funds. I am informed that the 
Michigan Library Association has accom- 
plished a great deal in improving both 
the availability and the professional re- 
lationship of Michigan libraries, particu- 
larly through its program for the estab- 
lishment of a state board, and also with 
particular reference to the relationship of 
these libraries with the State Library. For 
this they are to be sincerely commended. 

I realize how difficult it has been for 
such worthwhile activities as yours to ob- 
tain a hearing upon your requirements 
during, as you say, times of stress. How- 
ever now that we are beginning once 
more to turn to the problems of a state and 
a nation at peace, we can begin to mobi- 
lize the resources of our great state for 


the best interests of our youth and the 
common good. Certainly the availability 
of the best possible library facilities in q 
maximum number of Michigan communi- 
ties must be considered conducive to 
those best interests. 

May I take this opportunity to extend 
my very best wishes for the success of 
your annual meeting on September 13. 


Sincerely 


KIM SIGLER 





September 11, 1946 
Miss Adeline Cooke, President, 
Michigan Library Association, 
Baldwin Public Library 
Birmingham, Michigan. 


Dear Miss Cooke: 


I regret very much that your letter of 
August 26, was not answered but I have 
been informed that the letter was mislaid 
with other papers. I hope that although 
my response is tardy it will be acceptable. 

As you well know, when I was Gov- 
ernor I was sympathetic to your program 
and did whatever possible in securing 
state funds for your purpose. I again wish 
to assure you that I am heartily in favor 
of the service which the members of your 
organization render and will do every- 
thing to further the program. 

As you most likely know there are two 
amendments on the ballot, which, if ap 
proved, will require large sums for finan- 
cing. However, I want to assure you 
again that everything possible will be 
done financially for the library service. 


Sincerely yours, 


Murray D. VanWagoner 
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THE BEST YEARS 





Two Michigan Librarians Retire 


ANNA L. FRENCH 

The promise of leisure for doing the 
things she most enjoys at her beautiful 
farm home has lured Miss Anna L. French 
into an early retirement. For thirty-nine 
years she has been a member of the facul- 
ty'at Western Michigan College of Edu- 
cation. She came to the campus in the 
fall of 1907 as assistant to Miss Esther 
Braley and became librarian when Miss 
Braley resigned at the conclusion of her 
leave for service in World War I. 

Miss French had her first library ex- 
perience as a student assistant at Ypsi- 
lanti State Normal College. Following 
her graduation there she took her library 
training at Drexel Institute School of Li- 
brary Science and later did some ad- 
vanced study at The University of Chi- 
cago. As college librarian she has 
trained literally hundreds of student li- 
brary assistants, and by her obvious love 
for her work has inspired many of them 
to join her profession. A census of Mich- 
igan librarians today would show a sur- 
prisingly large number who first became 
interested in library work when they took 
the course in Library Methods which Miss 
French has taught every semester for 
many years. 

In 1907 when Miss French joined the 
faculty of the school which was then 
known as Western State Normal School, 
she found a student enrollment of 266 and 
a collection of 2500 library books. Two 
rooms in the Administration Building 
served as a library. Under her careful 
guidance the book collection has grown 
to more than 65000. volumes. In 1924 
the fine modern library building which 
she helped to plan was ready for use. 
It has been called by the students the 
friendliest building on the campus, espe- 
cially at Christmas time when a fire 
blazes in the huge fireplace in the reading 
room. Miss French has presided over the 
building in the role of hostess rather than 
as the conventional administrator. Her 
office just off the main lobby has had a 
steady stream of visitors, both students 
and faculty. 

_ The farm to which Miss French is retir- 
ing this fall has belonged to her family 
since her grandfather purchased it in 
1856. It is situated about eight miles 
south of Kalamazoo. While she plans to 
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spend considerable time in traveling, her 
friends are certain that they will find her 
at home much of the year, and they de- 
pend upon her continued role of hostess. 
She is an excellent cook, her cats are 
personable, her hearth is wide. Her many 
friends rejoice that she is not actually re- 
tiring; she is merely moving her office to 
more spacious and graceful surroundings. 

Hazel E. Cleveland, 

Western Michigan College Library 





MAY V. SIBLEY 


Miss May V. Sibley, Assistant Librarian 
and Head of the Catalogue Departmeni 
of the Hackley Public Library, Muskegon, 
Mich., after over 50 years of continuous 
service, retired on June Ist. Miss Sibley 
joined the staff of the Hackley Library 
immediately upon being graduated from 
Muskegon high school. Her practical 
training was supplemented by study at 
the Chautauqua Library School, Simmons 
College and Columbia University. By 
her natural ability, study, and close appli- 
cation to her work, she won recognition 
for herself among the librarians of Michi- 
gan, and through her contacts at the A. 
L.A. meetings had many friends among 
librarians from other states. Miss Sibley’s 
resignation, however, will be felt most by 
those who worked immediately under her. 
Her sense of justice and her encourage- 
ment to younger members of the staff will 
always be remembered both by past and 
present members of the Hackley Library 
staff. 


Miss Sibley was secretary of the Mich- 
igan Library Association in 1926-'27, and 
First Vice President, 1927-’'28. She was 
Acting-Librarian of the Hackley Public 
Library from August 22, 1927 to Septem- 
ber 1, 1928; President of the Michigan Re- 
gional group of Cataloguers, 1929-’30; and 
chairman of the Round Table for the Dis- 
trict which includes Muskegon. She has 
been a member of the American Library 
Association and of the Michigan Library 
Association for many years. 


The Muskegon Board of Education, 
upon accepting her resignation. adopted 
a resolution of appreciation for Miss Sib- 
ley’s “many years of pleasant service,’’ 
and wish her continuing good health and 
much happiness. 
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THE 1947 WHO'S WHO 


Among Michigan Librarians 


The Michigan Library Association 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 


President: Donald W. Kohlstedt, Public Library, 
Grand Rapids 2. 


Vice-President: Hobart R. Coffey, Law Library, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 


Second Vice-President: Alice B. Clapp, Carnegie 
Public Library, Sault Ste. Marie. 


Secretary: Anne Farrington, Van Buren County 


Library, Paw Paw. 


Treasurer: Mrs. Norma B, McDonald, Public Li- 
brary, Detroit 2. (1946) 

Treasurer: Elizabeth C. McPhail, Detroit Public 
Library, Detroit 2. (1947) 

William H. Keller, 2nd., Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit 2. 


Alice Louise LeFevre, Department of Librarianship, 
Western Michigan College of Education, Kala- 


mazoo, 


Adeline Cooke, (ex officio) Baldwin Public Library, 
Birmingham. 


DISTRICT OFFICERS 


District 1— Counties of Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph, 
Branch, Van Buren, Kalamazoo, Calhoun. 


Chairman: Sophia E. Stanton, St. Joseph High 


High School, St. Joseph. 


Vice-Chairman: Gertrude Van Zee, Kalamazoo 
College Library, Kalamazoo. 


Secretary: Maureen Fisher, Public Library, Niles, 
District 2— Counties of Hillsdale, Lenawee, Monroe, 
Jackson, Washtenaw. 


Chairman: Florence B. Hall, Public Library, 
Hudson. 


Vice-Chairman: H. Glenn Fitch, Hillsdale College 
Library, Hillsdale. 

Secretary: Susan M. Watt, Music Library, Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

District 3—Counties of Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, 


Genesee, Lapeer, St. Clair. 


Chairman: Mildred E. 
Royal Oak. 


Limond, Public Library, 


] ? 


Vice-Chairman: Walter H. Kaiser, Wayne County 
Library, Detroit 8. 


Secretary: Dorothy A. Olmstead, Genesee County 
Library, Flint. 


District 4—Counties of Allegan, Barry, Ottawa, 
Kent, Ionia, Muskegon, Montcalm, 


Icting-Chairman: Mrs. Majel Reed, Alvah N, 
Belding Library, Belding. 


Secretary: Eugenia Schmitz, Creston High School 
Library, Grand Rapids. 


District 5—Counties of Eaton, Ingham, Livingston, 
Clinton, Shiawassee County, Saginaw, Tus- 
cola, Sanilac, Bay, Huron. 


Chairman: Winifred Brown, Public Library, Eaton 
Rapids. 


Vice-Chairman: Alice B. Pearsall, Handy Junior 
High School Library, Bay City. 


Secretary: 


District 6—Counties of Oceana, Newaygo, Mescota, 
Isabella, Midland, Mason, Lake, Osceola, Clare, 
Gladwin, Arenac, Manistee, Wexford, Mis- 
saukee, Roscommon, Ogemaw, lIosco, Benzie, 
Leelanau, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Craw- 
ford, Oscoda, Alcona, Antrim, Otsego, Mont- 
morenci, Alpena, Presque Isle, Charlevoix, 
Emmet, Cheboygan. 


Chairman: Mrs. Jean Hopson, Gladwin County 
Library, Gladwin. 


Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Lillian Clymer, Kalkaska 
County Library, Kalkaska. 


Secretary: Mrs. Leila M. Clink, Public Library, 
East Jordan. 


District 7—Counties of Gogebic, Iron, Dickinson, 
Menominee, Delta, Schoolcraft, Mackinac, 
Ontonagon, Houghton, Keweenaw,  Baraga, 
Marquette, Alger, Luce, Chippewa, (Upper 
Penninsula Library Association). 


Chairman: Mrs, Nancy B. Thomas, Carnegie Pub- 
lic Library, Escanaba. 

Vice-Chairman: Margaret Dundon, Carnegie Public 
Library, Ishpeming. 


Secretary: Elizabeth Mather, Carnegie Public 
Library, Escanaba. 
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ADVISORY COUNCIL 


The council is made up of the chairmen of the 
districts and standing committees. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
Legislative Committee 


Chairman: Ann Ballou, Public Library, Bay 
City. 

Maud Winifred Ellwood, Patent Research Dept., 
Lawrence, Woodham & Mills, Kalamazoo, 8. 
(1947) 

Walter H. Kaiser, Wayne County Library, Detroit 
8. (1948) 


Mrs. Aileen Lindbert, Lenawee County Library, 
Adrian. (1948) 


Ernest I. Miller, Detroit Public Library, Detroit 
2. (1948) 


Margaret Murray, Michigan State College, East 
Lansing. (1948) 


Mrs. Alice O, Parker, Trustee, Gladwin. (1948) 


Mrs. Nancy B. Thomas, Carnegie Public Library, 
Escanaba. (1948) 


Membership Committee 


Chairman: F. Ridlen Harrell, Museums Libraries, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. (1947) 


Mrs. Ruth Abrams, Public Library, Grand Rapids 
2. (1948) 


Lillian B. Anderson, Public Library, Kalamazoo 9. 
(1947) 


Harriet I. Carter, Public Library and Sr. High 
School Library, Iron Mountain. (1948) 


Mrs. Edna Coles, Alcona Public Library, Glennie. 
(1947) 


Jessie Mae Waggoner, Wayne County Library, 
Detroit 8. (1948) 


Ruth Wittbecker, Mason County Library, Luding- 
ton, (1948) 
Planning Committee 


Chairman: Eleanor Hillman, Public Library, Lud- 
ington. (1948) 


Mary Meinberg, Spies Public Library, Menominee. 
(1947) 


Alta Parks, Ingham County Library, Mason. (1948) 

Evelyn Parks, State Library, Lansing 13. (1947) 

DeLyle P. Runge, Public Library, Grand Rapids 2. 
(1948). 


Public Relations Committee 


Chairman: Mrs. Mary B. Kenan, Muskegon County 
Library, Muskegon Heights. (1947) 


Mrs. Grace Burgett, State Library, Lansing 13. 


(1948) 


Dorothy Brotherton, Public Library, Bay City. 


(1947) 
Julia Norfleet, State Library, Lansing 13. (1948) 
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Publications Committee 

Chairman: Grace Winton, Northwestern High 
School Library, Detroit 8. (1947) 

Mrs. Helen Boothe, Public Library, Wyandotte. 
(1948) 

William H. Keller, 2nd., Public Library, Detroit 2. 

Irving Lieberman, State Library, Lansing 13, (1948) 

Lindo Moore, Baldwin Public Library, Birming- 
ham. (1947) 

Katherine Madigan (ex officio) Public Library, 
Grand Rapids 2. 

Walter K. Halsted, (ex officio) Wayne County 
Library, Detroit 8. 


Salary, Staff and Tenure Committee 


Chairman: Florence Kretzschmar, Public Library, 
Detroit 2. 


Ethel Kellow, Mark Twain Branch Library, De- 
troit 13. (1947) 
John Lorenz, State Library, Lansing 13. (1948) 


Doris Milliman, Michigan State Normal College, 
Ypsilanti. (1947) 


Scholarship Committee 


Chairman: F. L. D. Goodrich, William L. Cle- 
ments Library, University of Michigan, (1948) 


Elizabeth Baker, Public Library, Ferndale. (1947) 

Gail Curtis, State Library, Lansing 13. (1947) 

Nina K. Preston, 1316 Washtenaw Ave., Ann 
Arbor. (1948) 

Elizabeth C. Ronan, Public Library, Flint. (1947) 


Margaret Smith, General Library, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor. (1948) 


Dr. Lawrence S. Thompson, Western Michigan 
College of Education, Kalamazoo. (1948) 


THE MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN 


Editor-in-Chief: Katherine Madigan, Public Li- 
brary, Grand Rapids 2. 

Associate Editors: William Bartels, Public Library, 
Lansing. 

Alta Parks, Ingham County Library, Mason. 

Business and Advertising Manager:Walter K. Hal- 
sted, Wayne County Library, Detroit 8. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
Auditing Committee 
Chairman: Walter H. Kaiser, Wayne County Li- 


brary, Detroit 8. 


Helen B. Condon, McGregor Public Library, High- 
land Park 3. 


Conference Committee 
Chairman: Alberta  Massingill, Public Library, 
Grand Rapids 2. 
Mary B. Jeffcoat, Public Library, Grand Rapids 2. 
Mrs. Norma B. McDonald, Public Library, Detroit. 


Mrs. Zona Williams, State Library Consultant, City 
Hall, Marquette. 
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Constitution Committee 


Chairman: Merrill M. Jones, Michigan State Col- 
lege Library, East Lansing. 

Charlotte C. Dunnebacke, State Library, Lansing 
13. 


William E. Bartels, Public Library, Lansing. 


Elections Committee 


Chairman: Margaret Gibbs, Hope College Library, 
Holland. 

Dan King, Public Library, Grand Rapids 2. 

Mrs. Clemence F. Parks, Hackley Public Library, 
Muskegon, 

Dora Schermer, Public Library, Holland. 


Federal Relations Committee 


(Set up under the national plan) 

Chairman: Charles M. Mohrhardt, Public Library, 
Detroit 2. 

Publicity Chairman: Catherine Haughey, Public 
Library, Detroit 2. 

Representing the State Library: Irving Lieberman, 
State Library, Lansing 13. 

Representing M. L. A.: Donald W. Kohlstedt, 
Public Library, Grand Rapids 2. 


Nominating Committee 

Chairman: Adeline Cooke, Baldwin Public Library, 
Birmingham. 

District 1 — Louise Singley, Public Library, Kala- 
mazoo. 

District 2—Maud Grill, Jackson County Library, 
Jackson. 

District 3—Adeline Cooke, Baldwin Public Library, 
Birmingham. 

District +—Margaret Gibbs, Hope College Library, 
Holland. 

District 5—Elizabeth Hance, State Library, Lansing 
13. 

District 6—Leonora Hass, lIosco County Library, 
Tawas City. 

District 7—Mrs. Nancy B. Thomas, Carnegie Public 
Library, Escanaba. 

Members-at-Large: 
Adah Shelly, Public Library, Pontiac. 
Mrs. Norma B. McDonald, Public Library, 
Detroit 2, 

Recruiting Committee 

Chairman: Alice L. LeFevre, Western Michigan 
College of Education, Kalamazoo. 

Helen Cooper, Chief Extension Division, Public 
Library, Flint, 

Martha Schoenberger, Van Buren County Library, 
Paw Paw. 


Joint Committee to Study Library Laws 


Appointed by Michigan State Board for Libraries 

Mrs. Dorothy T. Hagerman, Public Library, 
Grand Rapids 2. 

Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, State Library, Lansing 13. 

Eudocia Stratton, State Library, Lansing 13. 
Appointed by Michigan Library Association 

Ann Ballou, Public Library, Bay City. 

Hobart R. Coffey, Law Library, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

Ernest I. Miller, Public Library, Detroit 2. 

Ruth Rutzen, Public Library, Detroit 2. 

A. W. Pennock, Trustee, Hillsdale. 

Donald W. Kohlstedt, Public Library, Grand 
Rapids 2. 


I+ 


Advisors 

Douglas Clapperton, Attorney General’s Depart- 
ment, State Capitol, Lansing. 

Stephen Clink, Judge of Probate Court, Muskegon, 

Dr. A. J. Phillips, Secretary, Michigan Education 
Association, Lansing. 

Dr. William McKinley Robinson, Director, Depart. 
ment of Rural Life and Education, Wester 
Michigan College of Education, Kalamazoo, 

George Sidwell, Secretary, Michigan State Bar As. 
sociation, Lansing. 

Mrs. Caroline Thrun, Attorney General’s Depart. 
ment, State Capitol, Lansing. 

Sub-Committee for Preparing Libraries 

To Meet 1948 Deadline of State Aid Law 

District 1—Mrs. Lodisca P. Alway, Gobles. 

District 2—A. W. Pennock, Hillsdale. 

District 3—VWeila Wilcox, Public Library. Port 
Huron. 

District +—Mrs. Lucille Donivan, High School Li- 
brary, Holland. 

District 5—Alma Huggins, Public Library, East 
Lansing. 

District 6—Elvera Carlson, School and Public Li- 
braries, Alpena. 

District 7—Nell Canfield, Iron Mountain. 

Appointed from the State Library: 

Mrs, Grace Burgett, State Library, Lansing 13, 

Jeannette Johnson, State Library, Cadillac. 

Evelyn Parks, State Library, Lansing 13. 

Eudocia Stratton, State Library, Lansing 13. 

Zona Williams, Upper Peninsula State Library, 


Marquette. 
SECTIONS 
Adult Education Section 

Chairman: Ruth Warncke, Public Library, Grand 

Rapids 2. 
Vice-Chairman: Clover M. Flanders, University 

of Michigan Library, Detroit. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Irving Lieberman, State Li- 

brary, Lansing 2. 

Catalog Section 


(Michigan Regional Group of Catalogers) 

President: Lindo Moore, Baldwin Public Library, 
Birmingham. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Barbara Westby, Public Li- 
brary, Detroit 2. 

Directors: Eleanor Putney, General Library, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor. (1945-47) 
Frieda Hinrichs, Michigan State College Library, 

East Lansing. (1945-48) 
Children’s Section 
Chairman: Kathleen Cann, Public Library, Detroit 
2 
Vice-Chairman: Alice L. LeFevre, Western Mich- 
igan College of Education, Kalamazoo. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Jean A. Taylor, Public Li- 
brary, Grosse Pointe. 
College Libraries Section 
Chairman: Hazel De Meyer, Western Michigan 
College of Education, Kalamazoo. 
Secretary: (Chairman-elect) Merrill M. Jones 
Michigan State College Library, East Lansing. 
County Libraries Section 
Chairman: Leonora Hass, Iosco County Library, 
Tawas City. 
Vice-Chairman: Ruth Wittbecker, Mason County 
Library, Ludington. 
Secretary: Alice Forward, Wayne County Library, 
Detroit 8. 
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Hospital Libraries Section 
Chairman: Ruth C. Dancer, General Hospital 
Branch, Wayne County Library, Detroit 8. 
Secretary; Helen Cooper, Public Library, Flint. 
Junior Members Section 
Chairman: Jessie Mae Waggoner, Public Library, 
Detroit 2. 
ViceeChairman: Claxton E. Helms, Public  Li- 
brary, Grand Rapids 2. 
Secretary- Treasurer: Mrs. Elsie Kelly, Public Li- 
brary, Royal Oak. 


Reference Section 
Chairman: Katherine Harris, Public Library, De- 
troit 2. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mary B. Jeffcoat, Public Li- 
brary, Grand Rapids 2. 


School Libraries Section 
Chairman: Hazel Brown, Longfellow School, 
Royal Oak. 
Secretary : Esther Barth, High Schoo!, Monroe. 
Secretary-at-large: To be appointed later by the 
Executive Board. 


Trustees Section 
Chairman: A. W. Pennock, Hillsdale. 
ist Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Gertrude Kunze, East 
Tawas. 
2nd Vice-Chairman: Nell Canfield. Iron Moun- 
tain. 
Secretary: Mrs. Martha Antcliff, Brooklyn. 


District Chairmen 
District 1—Mrs. Dorothy Legg, Coldwater. 
District 2—Mrs. Ada Wanty, Milan. 
District 3—Robert Olson, Ferndale. 
District 4—Mrs. Clayton Campbell, Belding. 
District 5—Mrs. E. T. Crossman, Williamston. 
District 6—Floyd McCarty, Kalkaska. 
District 7—Charlotte Follo, Escanaba. 


MICHIGAN STATE BOARD FOR 
LIBRARIES 


Chairman: Joseph W. Planck, Lansing. 

Vice-Chairman: Mrs. George Hunter, St. Johns. 

Secretary: Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, State Library, 
Lansing 13. 

Mrs. Florence Dearing, Cromaine Library, Hart- 
land. 

Mrs. Dorothy T. Hagerman, Public Library, Grand 
Rapids 2. 

Helen Warner, Public Library, Battle Creek. 


Michigan Education Association 
Library Sections 
Chairmen) 
Region One: Mrs. Alice Case, Poe Elementary 
School, 4424 Brooklyn, Detroit 1. 
Region Two: Carol Jean O’Rourke, Librarian, 
Longfellow Junior High School, Flint. 
Region Three: Mrs. Alyce Ludwig, Librarian, 
High School, East Lansing. 
Region Four: Esther Noble, Librarian. Union High 
School, Grand Rapids. 
Region Five: No section. 
Region Six: No section. 
Region Seven: Margaret Wade, Librarian, Senior 
High School, Escanaba. 
Region Eight: Mrs. Miriam Cronenwett, Public 
School Librarian, Lawton. 


October, 1946 


Michigan Schoolmasters Club 
Chairman: Jane Olive Hartsig, Public Library, 
River Rouge. 
Vice-Chairman: Mildred Abbott, Farmington. 
Secretary: Mrs. Elizabeth Schmidt, McKinley Jr. 
High School, Flint. 
Special Libraries Association 
Michigan Chapter 
President: Louise C. Grace, Grant Advertising 
Inc., Detroit. 
Vice-President: Merle L. Manning, Detroit Edi- 
son Co., Detroit. 
Secretary: Louise S. Willis, Public Library, Detroit 
2 
Treasurer: Estelle M. Reid, Wayne University Li- 
brary, Detroit. 
Directors: Ford M. Petit, Detroit News Library, 
Dettroit. 


William L. Powlison, Automobile Manufacturers 
Association, Detroit. 


Local Associations and Clubs 
Ann Arbor Library Club 

President: Roger Schwenn, Public Library, Ann 
Arbor. 

First Vice-President: B. Margaret Johnson, Law 
Library, University of Michigan. 

Second Vice-President: Fred L. Dimock, General 
Library, University of Michigan, 

Secretary: Frances A. Hamman, General Library, 
University of Michigan. 

Treasurer: Janet F. White, General Library, Uni- 
versity of Michigan. 


High School Librarians Association of 
Greater Detroit 
President: Mrs. V. E. Gardner, Northeastern High 
School Library, Detroit. 
Vice-President: Helen Benson, Eastern High 
School Library, Detroit. 
Secretary: Mrs. Marie R. Webster, High School 
of Commerce, Detroit. 
Treasurer: Mrs. Ellenor Rohrbach, Pershing High 
School Library, Detroit. 


Grand Rapids Librarians Club 

President: Mary B. Jeffcoat, Public Library, Grand 
Rapids 2, 

Secretary: Mary K. Black, Public Library, Grand 
Rapids 2, 

Treasurer: Lucille Prange, East Grand Rapids 
High School. 

Lansing Library Club 

President: Mabel Fulton, Michigan State Library, 
Lansing. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Office vacant, to be filled at 
next meeting. 


MICHIGAN REPRESENTATION 
American Library Asociation 
Executive Board 

Ralph A. Ulveling, Public Library, Detroit. 

Rudolph H. Gjelsness, Department of Library 
Science, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Treasurer, 
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Council 

Ruth Barnes, Public Library, Detroit, Representing 
M.L.A. (1949) 

William Warner Bishop, General Library, Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Past President. 
(Without vote.) 

Hobart R. Coffey, Law Library, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor. (1949) 

Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, State Library, Lansing. 

Rudolph H. Gjelsness, Department of Library 
Science, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
(Without vote.) 

Cecil J. McHale, Department of Library Science, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Repre- 
senting M.L.A,. (1947) 

Eudocia Stratton, State Library, Lansing. Repre- 
senting M.L.A. (1948) 

Adam Strohm, Wayne County Library (Retired) 

Detroit. Past President (Without vote.) 

Ralph A. Ulveling, Public Library, Detroit. Past 
President. (Without vote) 

Committees, Boards, Divisions and 


Round Tables 


William Warner Bishop, General Library, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Consultant, 
International Relations Board; Consultant, 
Board on Resources of American Libraries; 
Subcommittee on Aid to Libraries in War 
Areas, International Relations Board. 

Robert Edmond Booth, ed. University Microfilms, 
Ann Arbor. Committee on Photographic re- 
production of Library Materials, 

Hobart R. Coffey, Law Library, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor. Chairman Committee 
on Constitution and By-Laws; Committee on 
Finance; Committee on Reorganization (ex of- 
ficio). 

Mabel Louise Conat, Public Library, Detroit. Com- 
mittee on Importations; Executive Committee. 

Helen M. Crane, Public Library, Detroit. Com- 
mittee on Book acquisitions. 

Mrs. Dorothy E. de Goza, Public Library, Detroit. 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People. (Division News) 

Hazel M. De Meyer, Western College of Education, 
Kalamazoo. Subcommittee Evaluating Free 
and Inexpensive Materials. 

Grace A. England, Public Library, Detroit. Commit- 
tee on Bibliography. (1947) 

Maureen Fisher, Public Library, Niles. Subcom- 
mittee on Periodicals for Small and Medium- 
Sized Libraries. 

Robert G. Foster, Merrill-Palmer School, Detroit. 
Consultant, Subcommittee on Family Life Edu- 
cation, Adult Education Board. 

Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, State Library, Lansing, Com- 
mittee on Constitution and By-Laws, Division 
of Public Libraries; Chairman, Committee on 
Library Revenues (1947); Chairman, Recruit- 
ine Committee, Librarv Extension Division. 

Rudolph H. Gjelsness, Department of Library 
Science, University of Michizan, Ann Arbor. 
A.L.A, Executive Board: Budget Committee. 

Francis L. D. Goodrich, William L. Clements Li- 
brary, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
Subcommittee on College and University Li- 
brary Buildings, 

Elsie Gordon, Public Library, Detroit. Division of 
Public Libraries, Adu't Education Section; 
Committee on Divisional Relations. 


Jeanne Griffin, Public Library, Kalamazoo. yb. 
committee to Study the Guide to Reference 
Books. 

Maud E. Grill, Jackson County Library, Jackson, 
Library Extension Division, County and Re. 
gional Libraries Section. 

Dorothy F. Hagberg, Public Library, Detroit. Sec. 
retary, Public Library Section for Work with 
Children and Young People, Division of [)- 
braries for Children and Young People. 

Mrs. Dorothy T. Hagerman, Public Library, Grand 
Rapids. Joint Committee on State Relation- 
ships; Committee on Chapters. 

Walter Herbert Kaiser, Wayne County Library, De- 
troit. Library Administration Committee 
(1948); Committee on Library Legislation; 
Committee on Constitution and By-Laws, Di- 
vision of Public Libraries. 

Ethel C.Karrick, Public Library, Detroit. Member- 
ship Committee, Children’s Library Association, 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People. 

Alice Louise LeFevre, Department of Library 
Science, Western College of Education, Kala- 
mazoo. Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People. (Top of the News) 

John Lorenz, State Library, Lansing. Membership 
Committee. 

Cecil j. McHale, Department of Library Science, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Michi- 
gan Library Association Representative on A. 
L.A. Council. 

Ernest I. Miller, Public Library, Detroit. Library 
Architecture and Building Planning Committee. 

Charles M. Mohrhardt, Public Library, Detroit. 
Library Equipment and Appliance Committee; 
Regional Chairman (Michigan, Ohio, West 
Virginia) Membership Committee. (1947) 

Charles V. Park. Central Michigan College of Edu- 
cation Library, Mt. Pleasant. Secretary, As- 
sociation of College and Research Libraries. 

Mrs. Lois Townley Place, Public Schools, Divi- 
sion of Instruction, Detroit. Committee on 
Boards and Committees. (1947) 

G. Flint Purdy, Wayne University Library, Detroit. 
Chairman, Statistics Committee; Chairman, 
Subcommittee for College and University Li- 
braries, Committee on Library Revenues; As- 
sociation of College and Research Libraries. 

Warner G. Rice, General Library, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Committee on Bibliogra- 
phy. (1947) 

Rae Elizabeth Rips, Public Library, Detroit. Pub- 
lic Documents Committee. 

Ruth Rutzen, Public Library, Detroit. Adu!t Edu- 
cation Board (1949); A.L.A. Activities Com- 
mittee. 

Mrs. Ellaine H. Stones, Public Library, Detroit. 
Archives and Libraries Committee. 

Eudocia Stratton, State Library, Lansing. Commit- 
tee on Intellectual Freedom to Safeguard the 
rights of Library Users to Freedom of In- 
quiry: Chairman, Library Legislation Commit- 
tee. (1947) 

Edith Thomas, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
Chairman, University Extension Library Serv- 
ice, Section Library Extension Division. 

Helene Thorpe, Public Library, Detroit, Chairman, 
Educational Relationships in Local Communt- 
ties. 
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Dorothy H. Tilly, Public Library, Detroit. Audio- 
Visual Committee. (1947) 

Jackson Edmund Towne, Michigan State College 

"Library, East Lansing. Friends of Libraries 
Committee. (1947) 

Ralph A. Ulveling, Public Library, Detroit. A.L.A. 
Executive Board; International Relations 
Board (1951) Reorganization Committee (ex 
officio). 

Grace Winton, Northwestern High School Library, 
Detroit. Subcommittee Evaluating Free and 
Inexpensive Materials, Subscription Books 
Committee. 


NEWBERY AND CALDECOTT AWARDS 

This year the Newbery and Caldecott 
medals were presented in Buffalo at the 
Awards Dinner on June eighteenth. Those 
of us who were there will long remember 
that pleasant occasion. Frederick Melcher 
was at his best. He presided in true Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies style, both in his book 
news here and abroad and in his reading 
of A. A. Milne’s “The King’s Breakfast.” 

The Newbery Award for 1945 was then 
presented to Lois Lenski for “Strawberry 
Girl." In her acceptance speech, '’Seeing 
others as ourselves,’ Miss Lenski said she 
preferred to believe that the honor be- 
stowed upon her regional American 
series, the books which she hopes will 
help children to ‘see beyond the rim of 
their own world, and gain that ultimate 
wisdom.’ ‘Strawberry Girl’’ is only one 
unit in the series. 


The Caldecott Award was presented to 
Maud and Miska Petersham for ‘The 
Rooster Crows.’ Here too it seemed that 
other well loved books by these artists 
were being honored. Their acceptance 
was charmingly presented in ’’A short 
tale of the depressions and the peaks that 
occur in the making of the ‘'Little Pretty 
Picture Book.’ Maud gave the first chap- 
ter, telling how they planned and made 
their book. Miska followed with the sec- 
ond chapter. He told of ‘finding in Amer- 
ica the country he had dreamed of, but 
never thought could really exist.’ Their 
third chapter summed up their efforts by 
saying: "If we have given any child real 
joy or have made him a little more ap- 
preciative of the beautiful in this world, 
we are satisfied.’ We know they have 
done that and much more. 


Bernice M. Gantt, Chairman 
Children’s Section, 
Michigan Library Association 


October, 1946 


RESIGNATION 


It was with regret that the Executive 
Board accepted the resignation of Isabel- 
la Swan from the editorship of the 
MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN. Pressure of 
duties in her new position in the Wayne 
County Library made it a necessity. 

Miss Swan was very competent as edi- 
tor. She was familiar with the business 
aspect, having been business manager 
just preceding her editorship. She was 
experienced in publishing bulletins but 
most important of all, she knew the mem- 
bership thoroughly and knew what the 
membership wanted to read in the MICH- 
IGAN LIBRARIAN. As I said above, her 
resignation was accepted with regret. 


There is one note of optimism to be 
heard, however, Miss Swan announces 
that when she retires from active library 
work, she is going to be a candidate for 
this position again when she will have the 
time to really enjoy doing the work. In 
the meantime, the Executive Board wel- 
comes Katherine Madigan as its new edi- 
tor and may she have a very satisfying 
experience! 


ADELINE COOKE, President 
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WALDENWOODS INSTITUTE 


July 25-28, 1946 


By MARY B. JEFFCOAT. Reference Assistant, Grand Rapids Public Library 


for the first time were hopeful, yet 

just a little skeptical, that Walden- 
woods could live up to all the enthusiastic 
reports from people who had attended in 
previous years. In a short time, however, 
all doubts were gone as the varied and 
interesting program got under way. The 
ease of getting acquainted in the casual 
and informal atmosphere, and the living 
and playing together, made for a free ex- 
change of ideas and problems in the dis- 
cussion and work groups. 

Planned by a committee of Junior Mem- 
bers headed by Jessie Mae Waggoner, 
the Institute developed the theme ‘’The Li- 
brary as a center for New Techniques in 
Education.” 

On Thursday evening the group heard 
Jack Conway of the UAW-CIO discuss 
the educational aims of labor. Under the 
leacership of Victor Reuther, his organiza- 
tion has developed and is expanding and 
improving a broad educational program, 
touching three areas of interests and ac- 
tivities: achievement of international 
peace; solving domestic, internal affairs, 
with the interpretation of social and eco- 
nomic problems to the workers; improving 
personal relationship, with an attack on 
problems within the membership as well 
as those between labor and management. 
They have one camp, and plan to estab- 
lish more, where seven-day institutes are 
held to train men in positions of leader- 
ship in local unions. These leaders in 
turn sponsor meetings of the secondary 
leadership in local unions to pass on 
ideas they have gained. 

The Great Books Program—what it is 
and how it is being carried on—was the 
topic on Friday. John P. Barden of the 
University of Chicago stated the aim of 
the program as "free, adult, liberal and 
universal education.” The method advo- 
cated for accomplishing this is to read, 
talk about, and listen to others talk about 
great books—books which have original- 
ity, importance, and contemporaneity. 
The program, initiated by Robert Hutchins 
and Mortimer Adler, caught the eye of 


T of us attending the Institute 


1 


the public about 1940, and in October 
1945 there were 35 groups in the Chicago 
area. Now, following the Chicago Public 
Library plan of sponsoring discussion 
groups, Detroit, Cleveland. and Indian. 
apolis have programs in the hands of 
local adult education leaders, trained in 
the discussion technique. Mr. Barden pic. 
tured the program of reading the Great 
Books not as an easy thing but a very 
rewarding one. 

How her library prepared to sponsor q 
Great Books Program, the difficulties and 
response it met with in recruiting and 
training discussion leaders, and the tu. 
ture plans were told by Ruth Rutzen, in 
charge of Home Reading Services in the 
Deiroit Public Library. A demonstration 
discussion of ‘'Hamlet,’’ led by Mr. Barden 
and Gordon DuPee, also of the University 
ot Chicago, illustrated the points brought 
out earlier in Mr. Barden’s talk. 

With a lecture and showing of two 
movies on Saturday morning, Ford Lenm- 
ler, of the University of Michigan Exten- 
sion Service, pointed out the values of 
various types of audio-visual aids in 
learning. He suggested that in an ideal 
set up, the library should: act as a center 
for audio-visual materials; supply projec- 
tion equipment and an operator; furnish a 
well-equipped room for groups to use 
available materials; organize community 
film forums; make materials available to 
schools; and furnish a small room where 
people might draw out and make use of 
these aids in the library as they now do 
books. In the Saturday afternoon session 
each library represented, had a chance to 
tell—and to hear others tell—what his 
library was offering now in audio-visual 
services and what was being planned for 
further use of movies, pictures, charts, re 
cordings, etc. Because of the place li- 
braries have in making available to the 
public all types of learning materials, it 
was suggested that the president of the 
M.L.A. urge the proper authority that a 
librarian be put on the board to adminis 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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By 
William Bartels 


WANTED—"One good shot in the arm” 
for Michigan Junior Members Section. 
Contact Miss Jessie Mae Waggoner, 
State President. 

This an ad that Miss Waggoner might 
well run in The Michigan Librarian. Un- 
til 1942 the organization was well repre- 
senied in Michigan but as we look over 
the state we see only the Detroit and 
Grand Rapids chapters still functioning 
with any degree of efficiency. With the 
advent of the war years it was natural 
that the activities would be curtailed. The 
youth of the profession were called into 
the service. Those who remained were 
given greater responsibilities and more 
duties, and staffs had to close ranks for 
those who had been “greeted.” 


The first step in the reorganization was 


made at the Waldenwoods Institute by 
Mr. Budd Gambee, former state president. 
All members and potentials held a dis- 
cussion on the veranda of Sunshine Hall 
where the JMS was discussed in detail. 
It was new to many of us but we could 
all see the value of the organization in 
our own region. As we talked to active 
members their contagion was catching 
and everyone in the group picked up a 
“bug” that should lead to an active or- 
ganization in the state once more. Mr. 
Gambee pointed out the reasons for such 
an organization in the state, what had 
been accomplished in the past and what 
could be accomplished in the future. 
What better example of the work of the 
group can be shown than the Walden- 
woods Institute itself which was planned 
and presented by a group of JMSers. 
Jessie Mae Waggoner was chairman, as- 
sisted by Genevieve Casey, Beatrice Kobe, 
Ann Kovanda and Carl Pray. The qual- 
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JUNIORS’ 


ity of the discussions, the excellent speak- 
ers and the ‘experts’’ were a tribute to 
their abilities. It demonstrated that por- 
tion of the JMS Program which is ‘‘to give 
younger members an opportunity to gain 
experience and to participate more gen- 
erally in conference and other profession- 
alactivities. 

Another point of Mr. Gambee’s was 
that the JMS was not strictly an effort to 
get more projects or more work out of its 
members. The social side plays an im- 
portant part and is expressly mentioned 
in the constitution. Talk to members from 
Detroit and Grand Rapids and you will 
note that ‘good times’ are a definite part 
of their program. 

The state JMS officers elected by post 
card ballot are: Chairman, Jessie Mae 
Waggoner, Public Library, Detroit 2; Vice- 
Chairman, Claxton E. Helms, Public Li- 
brary, Grand Rapids 2; Secretary-Treasur- 
er, Mrs. Elsie Kelly, Public Library, Royal 
Oak. 

During the M.L.A. cruise, the JMS meet- 
ing was held in the Egyptian Lounge of 
the S. S. South American. The newly 
elected vice-president, Claxton E. Helms 
presided in the absence of Miss Wag- 
goner. It was decided that a committee 
be appointed by Mr. Helms to include a 
representative from each district. This 
committee will compile a complete list 
of eligible personnel for the JMS which 
will be sent to the newly elected Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Mrs. Kelly. The commit- 
tee includes: District No. 1, Margaret 
Keefe Public Library, Kalamazoo; District 
No. 2—to be appointed; District No. 3, 
Frances Thomas, Public Library, Wyan- 
dotte; District No. 4, Dan M. King, Public 
Library, Grand Rapids; District No. 5, 
Dorothy Rozek, Michigan State Library, 
Lansing; District No. 6, Eleanor Hillman, 
Public Library, Ludington; District No. 7— 
to be appointed. 

For a quick look over the activities in the 
state we note that our JMS friends of 
Grand Rapids have a very active mem- 
bership. Claxton Helms, Head of the 


Technology Department of the Grand 

Rapids Public Library. is President. Mar- 

garet Murray, Librarian of the Kent Coun- 
(Continued on Page 21) 









MRS. FYAN ANNOUNCES ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM 


Annual Meeting 


MICHIGAN COUNCIL ON ADULT EDUCATION 
Rowe Hotel, Grand Rapids, Michigan 


October 22-23, 1946 
1. EVENING SESSION, 8:00 p. m., October 22. 
Presiding: Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, President 


Moderator: Harold Dorr 


Symposium: ‘From Talking to Doing” 
John Yaeger, Michigan State Farm Bureau 


Mrs. Lindley E. Mills, Michigan Council of Women in Business and 


Industry 


Rev. J. Burt Bouwman, Michigan Council of Churches and Christian 


Education 


Edward D. Connor, Detroit Citizens Housing Planning Committee 


Discussion 


Comments and suggestions — Winifred Fisher, Executive Secretary, New York 
Council on Adult Education 


II. MORNING SESSION, 9:30 a. m., October 23 


1. General Session 


The Bruce Adult Education Fund — C. A. Fisher Director of Extension, University 


of Michigan. 


2. Discussion groups for analysis of reports and plans for the year. 


Group’ _1.—Leader: Marjorie Delevan 


Aviation Room 
Home & Family Education 
Social-Civic Education 
Avocational-Cultural Education 
Community Organization 


Group 2.—Leader:Roland Strolle 
Spanish Room 
Home & Family Education 
Social-Civic Education 
Avocational-Cultural Education 
Community Organization 


Group 3.—Leader: Ruth Rutzen 
Panther Room 
Home & Family Education 
Social-Civic Education 
Avocational-Cultural Education 
Community Organization 


Group 4.—Leader: Otto Yntema 
Sales Executive Room 
Home & Family Education 
Social-Civic Education 
Avocational-Cultural Education 
Community Organization 
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Resource Persons: 
Mrs. James C. Parker 
Mr. Don Dolan 
Joseph Maddy 
William Morris 


Resource Persons: 
Mrs. Fred Kennedy 
Harold Dorr 
W. E. Thorne 
Loy LaSalle 


Resource Persons: 
Roland Faunce 
Don Dolan 
H. J. Ponitz 
C. B. Loomis 


Resource Persons: 
Ruth Freegard 
Robert Stuart 
Alfred Povak 
H. A. Berg 
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have been working throughout the year. 


Fach discussion group will discuss the plan and program of the five committees that 
Brief outlines of committee achievements 
will be placed in the hands of discussion group members. 


Opportunity will also be 


given for the discussion of proposed resolutions and Council plans for next year. 


Il. LUNCHEON SESSION, 12:15 p. m. 
Presiding: 


Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, President 


“Coordination in Adult Education through State and Local Councils and Other Ad- 
visory Bodies’’—Winifred Fisher, Executive Secretary, New York Council on Adult 


Education 
Discussion 

IV. AFTERNOON SESSION, 2:30 p. m. 
Presiding: Everett J. Soop, Vice-President 


Symposium: Moderator—Robert Sharer 


“Unique Happenings in the Experimental Adult Education Program”’ 


a. ‘Developing a Youth Code” 
b. ‘Home Builders Institute’ 

c. “In-Service Training of Staff’ 
d. ‘Citizenship Education” 
Business meeting 


Harold Wilcox, Ferndale 

J. B. Gucking, Stephenson 
Lloyd Wolfe 

H. B. Veneklosen, St. Joseph 


V. POST-CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING DINNER SESSION, 6 p.m. 


Presiding: 
Winifred Fisher, Guest Consultant 


Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, President 


~~ wF 


(Juniors’ High Chair Continued) 

ty Library was Vice-President but Peg has 
resigned her position to do graduate work 
at Michigan State College for his Masters 
degree. Mr. Helms comments that her 
office has not been filled—''we never had 
no vice anyway.” The Secretary-Treas- 
urer is Betty Rae Ragan, Public Relations 
Director of the GRPL. Their present mem- 
bership totals 19. They have interested 
the clerical assistants in joining too. The 
newest members are Dorothy Davis of 
the Circulation Department, Mary von 
Glan and Dan M. King of the Reference 
Department. Mr. King was formerly act- 
ing librarian of the Cooper Union Library 
in New York City. 

The JMS branch in Grand Rapids in- 
cludes membership from the Grand Rapids 
Public Library, Kent County Library and 
St. Mary's Hospital Library. To increase 
the library collection at the Veterans’ Fa- 
cilities of the Grand Rapids Public Library, 
the group sold candy. This was’made by 
the members and then sold among the 
various branches. 


Meetings are held bi-monthly and late 
enough in the evenings to accomodate 
the ‘grave yard shift,’’ those who work 
late. 

The project for the year was to assist 
some librarian overseas in a war torn 
country. A name-was given to the group 
but upon investigation it was noted that 
no clothes sizes had been included in the 
information. The librarian was in the 
Netherlands and so a letter was sent to 
her for these pertinent facts. 

Heartening news also comes from Mar- 
garet Keefe who is Secretary-Treasurer of 
the State JMS. Miss Keefe is a member of 
the Public Library of Kalamazoo. The 
group there was organized around 1937. 
It was made up of librarians from Battle 
Creek, Paw Paw, Albion, Three Rivers 
and Kalamazoo. The group worked on 
various projects such as the Michigan 
Librarians’ Directory and assisted the 
Grand Rapids project compiling data 
about Michigan authors. This winter the 
group will reorganize and become active 
once more. 


WRITE SENATORS ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG AND HOMER FERGUSON URGING 
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FEDERAL AID TO MICHIGAN LIBRARIES THROUGH HILL- DOUGLAS BILL 


M.L. A. ADOPTS RESOLUTIONS 


At a Business Session of the Michigan 
Library Association held Sunday, Sept. 
15, at 7:30 P. M. the following resolution 
on the Library Demonstration Bill was 


read by Mr. Charles Mohrharat: 


‘Whereas in this democratic country 
it is imperative that all citizens have ac- 
cess to Public Libraries in order to ob- 
tain accurate information; make informed 
decisions; use leisure profitably; and de- 
velop their abilities and talents, and 


Whereas it is a fact that 35,000,000 
American citizens have no public library 
service and that of this number 805,689 
are residents of the State of Michigan 
(94% for rural areas), and 


Whereas the Hill-Douglas Public Li- 
brary Service Demonstration Bill ($1920 
and HR 5742) which would help in cor- 
recting this condition has already received 
the unanimous approval of both the 
House and the Senate Sub-Committees, 
therefore, 


BE IT RESOLVED that we, the members 
of the Michigan Library Association 
strongly urge our representatives in Con- 
gress to support this bill when it is rein- 
forced in the next session of Congress.” 


Mr. Mohrhardt moved the adoption of 


the resolution. The motion was seconded 
and carried. 


At the same meeting, Mr. Donald W. 
Kohlstedt outlined the present status of 
libraries with respect to the Michigan Fx. 
perimental Program of Adult Education, 
and presented the following resolution: 


‘Whereas, the Public Libraries of Michi- 
gan have long recognized as a primary 
function, the promotion of adult education 
activities in the fields of home and family, 
socio-civic, avocational and cultural, and 
community life education, and 


Whereas, their programs are compare 
ble in importance though essentially dif- 
ferent from the more formal activities of 
the class room, 


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Michigan 
Library Association in convention as 
sembled, request that the State Superir- 
tendent of Public Instruction allocate di- 
rectly to such libraries as can demonstrate 
their ability to administer effective pro 
grams, a proper share of the appropria 
tion for the Michigan Experimental Pro- 
gram in Adult Education.” 


Mr. Kohlstedt moved the adoption of 
the resolution. The motion was seconded 
and carried. 





THE H. R. HUNTTING COMPANY 
ANY BOOK —_ 





Library Specialists 
OF ANY PUBLISHER — 


FALL BOOK SELECTION 


Can be done with confidence if you use HUNTTING’S LISTS 


Our Fall Illustrated Juvenile Catalog will, as usual, describe the ‘cream of the crop’’ of each publisher. 
Any book listed can be secured ‘subject to approval.” 


We advise placing orders as early as possible to avoid delays and 
disappointments. 


Springfield 5, Mass. 
IN ANY BINDING 





REMINDER 
805,689 RESIDENTS IN MICHIGAN HAVE NO PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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| % * BEHIND THE STACKS 


ee ae 


NOTE: BEHIND THE STACKS will be 
edited by Miss Alta Parks, Ingham 
County Library, Mason. Send all 
items for this section to her. 





Mr. Beniamin Custer is heading the 
Preparations Department in the Detroit 
Public Library. He succeeds Miss Ruth 
M. MacDonald. 

Miss Marian Young came September 
Ist to become head of the Children's De- 
partment in the Detroit Public Library. 





Mr. Carl Pray, who so efficiently han- 
dled the funds for the cruise, has left 
the Detroit Public Library to be librarian 
at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Miss Alice Forward comes from Dun- 
kirk, New York, to be assistant in the 
Blind Department of the Wayne County 
Library. Miss Forward was elected Secre- 
tary of the County Librarian's Section at 
the Michigan Library Association meet- 
ing on board the S. S. South America. 





Miss Beatrice Kobe became Acting Li- 
brarian in the Hamtramck Public Li- 
brary on May lst when Miss Ruth Miller 
resigned. 





Miss Katherine E. Kay, Geneseo, Illi- 
nois, comes to the Circulation Department, 
Kalamazoo Public Library, after serving 
two years in the WAVES, United States 
Navy. She has a B. S. degree and li- 
brary certificate from Kansas State Teach- 
ers College and was an assistant in the 
Milwaukee Public Library before enter- 
ing the Service. 





Mrs. Rita Clare Jameson, Galesburg, 
Michigan, has been appointed first as- 
sistant in the Central High School Branch 
Library, Kalamazoo Public Library. Mrs. 
Jameson is a graduate of St. John’s Uni- 
versity, Brooklyn, New York and has stud- 
ied Library Science both at St. John’s 
and William and Marv College Williams- 
bura, Virginia. Mrs. Iomeson has been 
children’s librarian, Patchogue Public 
Library, Long Island and librarian, Brook- 
lyn Friends School, Brooklyn, New York. 
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Miss Eleanor Mason returns to the 
Kalamazoo Public Library as Chief of 
the Art Department. She received her 
A. B. degree from Western Michigan Col- 
lege and is a graduate of the School of 
Library Science, University of Michigan. 
Before taking her profesisonal training 
she was an assistant in the Art Depart- 
ment, Kalamazoo Public Library, for three 
years. Since then she. has been afil- 
iated with the Research Library, Chrysle: 
Corporation and the Detroit Public Li 
brary. 

Mrs. May D. Fair, Detroit, has been 
appointed general assistant Washington 
Square Branch Library, Kalamazoo Pub- 
lic Library. She is a graduate of the 
Teachers College, Wayne University and 
has been a _ teacher-librarian in Ham- 
tramck for many years. 





Miss Helen Wells has been appointed 
librarian, Lincoln Branch Library, Kala- 
mazoo Public Library. Miss Wells re- 
ceived her A. B. degree from Kalamazoo 
College; M. A. degree from the University 
of Michigan and is a graduate of the 
Kalamazoo Public Library's training 
Course. She taught one year in Constan- 
tinople, Turkey, and has worked for sev- 
eral years as a teacher-librarian in Calu- 
met, Michigan. 





Mrs. Alma Powell, Kalamazoo, will be 
general assistant in the East Side Branch 
Library and filing assistant, Reference De- 
partment, Kalamazoo Public Library. Mrs. 
Powell is a graduate of Central High 
School, Kalamazoo, and the Kalamazoo 
Public Library’s Training Course. 





Miss Mary VandeLester will assist in 
the Van Deusen Room. She is a graduate 
of Kalamazoo College and the Kalamazoo 
Public Library's Training Course and has 
served as a part time assistant in the 
Kalamazoo Public Library for the past 
four years. 





Miss Elizabeth Baker, formerly at the 
American Library Association Headquar- 
ters, is now librarian in Ferndale. She 
succeeds Mrs. Etta M. Vivian, who has 
gone to California. 
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Miss Francis Gardner, head cataloger 
of the Lansing Public Library, has taken 
a leave of absence from the system to 
attend the University of Michigan and 
work on her Masters Degree in Library 


Science. She has been with the LPL 
since 1940. Her work will be taken over 
by Miss Elaine Bychinsky, formerly cata- 
loger for the School division of the L.P.L. 
Miss Gardner was the guest of honor at 
a staff party before she left and was 
given an Eversharp pen and pencil set. 


The Lansing Public Library has added 
to its staff seven new persons. The new 
reference librarian will be Miss Doris 
Cairns of Bloomington, Indiana. She was 
with the Indiana University Library. 

The new elementary visiting librarians 
wil be the Misses Agusta Gienapp, Geral- 
dine Morris and Doris Sutherland. Miss 
Gienapp came to the library from East 
Orange, N. J. Miss Morris graduated from 
the University of Michigan Library School 
in June of this year. Miss Sutherland 
was formerly the librarian in the high 
school of Grand Haven, Michigan. 








Quite a few new library faces will ap- 
pear at the colleges in Kalamazoo this 
fall. Dr. Lawrence Thompson succeeds 
Miss Anna French as librarian at West- 
ern Michigan College of Education. Miss 
Hazel. De Meyer has left Sexton High 
School at Lansing to head the Order De- 
partment in this same library. 

Also, at Western Michigan College of 
Education, Miss Mate Graye Hunt be- 
comes Assistant Director of the Depart- 
ment of Librarianship, which is headed 
by Miss Alice Louise LeFevre. 

At Kalamazoo College Mr. Wave L. 
Noggle succeeds Miss Helen Mather as 
librarian. 





A number of changes have been made 
in the Kent County Library. Miss Mar- 
garet Murray, formerly librarian, is now 
studying for her Master's Degree at Mich- 
igan State College. Margaret is making 
a survey study of the county libraries in 
Michigan. Mrs. Estelle Killinger, an as- 
sistant in the Kent County Library, is act- 
ing librarian. Miss Martha Schoenber- 
ber leaves the Kent County Library on 


October Ist to become Children’s |). 
brarian at the Van Buren County Library, 





Mr. Dan King, former acting-librarign 
of the Cooper Union Library in New York 
City, has joined the staff of the Grand 
Rapids Public Library as Chief of the 
Reference Department. Mr. King’s home 
is in Muncie, Indiana, and he received 
his library degree from Syracuse Univer. 
sity. 





There have been several other additions 
to the Grand Rapids Public Library stat: 
Miss Florence Rademacher came from the 
University of Wisconsin to be Readers’ 
Adviser, and Miss Mary Von Glan, whose 
home town is Carroll, Iowa, came to 
Grand Rapids from the Wichita City Li. 
brary, Wichita, Kansas to be an assistant 
in the Reference Department. 





Wedding bells rang at Ladoga, Indiana, 
on August 25th for Grace Ashby, who be 
came Mrs. Glenn A. Burgett. Mrs. Bur. 
gett is continuing her work as Public Li- 
brary Consultant at the Michigan State 
Library. 


, ’ 
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| ANNIVERSARY 
1896 - 1946 


This September marks the Fiftieth 
business year for Gaylords. Naturally 





we are proud of this record. 

We extend our sincere thanks to 
you librarians and friends who have 
made ihis achievement possible. 

This also gives us an opportunity 
to renew the pledge that has been our 
constant goal—to give you quality, 
service and new devices to make your 
work easier. 


GAYLORD BROS., Inc. 


LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


Syracuse, N. Y. Stockton, Calif. 
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The Dearborn Public Library has issued 
an eight-page booklet in observance of the 
95th anniversary of that institution. It is 
both attractive and informative, giving a 
brief history of the library and outlining 
the various services available to the com- 
munity. 


(Waldenwoods Inst., Continued) 


ter the state audio-visual education pro- 
gram soon to be promoted. It was felt that 
libraries must demand a definite part in 
that project. 

In keeping with the topics of interest at 
the Institute, the Detroit Public Library ar- 
ranged a display of free and inexpensive 
materials for the picture file, and an 
exhibit of editions of titles on the Great 
Books Program list. Companies showing 
materials were: Informative Classroom 
Pictures, Audio-Scriptions, Inc., Cathedral 
Films, Keystone View Co., and Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica Films. 





(Great Books, Continued) 


going to tell him what it is about. He 
listens to all the questions, because he 
may have to answer some of them. He 
listens to the answers of others because 
he may have to take up where they left 
off. He articulates his own views, only 
to find that they, too, are questioned, and 
he has to defend them. At the end of 
the evening, his mind is grappling with 
questions and problems which are im- 
portant because the book is a great book. 
It is considering a lot of answers which 
were suggested by the group. Many are 
conflicting. Hardly any are satisfactory. 
Nobody told him what the right answers 
are. Maybe there aren't any. In any 
case he will have to figure them out for 
himself. 


As the groups progress through the 
year reading 18 books in chronological 
order from the times of the Greeks to the 
times of our own, it will occur to them that 
they are really listening to fragments of 
a great conversation which has continued 
through the centuries. The way to get in 
on this conversation is to start at the be- 
ginning and listen to each voice as it en- 
ters. There is evidence in the texts that 
the writers of great books read the areat 
books which preceded them. To follow 
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the great conversation thoroughly and in 
detail, however, would require several 
years with the Greeks alone. Although 
we know this program would be the ideal 
one, we also know that it is not practical, 
because it has been tried and has not 
worked. People become tired and bored 
because they lack a sense of progress. 
If they can start with the Greeks, move 
through the Roman and the medieval to 
the modern era each year, they are able 
to perceive a certign progression. The 
fragments of the great conversation have 
a unity each year in the sense that they 
extend from the earliest times to the day 
before yesterday. As they are pieced 
together in subsequent years, the unity 
becomes more striking. It is the intellec- 
tual history of man. 

Another compromise has been made in 
the lists which we recommend to the co- 
operating institutions which are admin- 
istering great books community groups. 
A whole book is too much in many cases, 
for any adult to read within a two-week 
period. Try to read Plato's Republic or 
Adam Smith on the Wealth of Nations in 


. 


Class A” Quality 








LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS 


* 
PRE-PRIMERS, UNITEXT 


and other 
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1100 South Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Illinois 
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two weeks sometime. Unless it happens to 
be your vacation which you courageously 
devote to that worthy project, you will 
never make it. We have therefore tried 
to assign such parts of these and other 
books as are artistic wholes in them- 
selves. suitable for a discussion and easy 
to read in a two-week period. In the suc- 
cessive years, successive parts of the 
same book and parts of new books are 
assigned. By the tenth year, let us say, 
the groups will have read most of the 
great books in their entirety at one time or 
another. After the tenth year, they will be 
qualified to return to some of the greatest 
to read and discuss them more closely, 
spending perhaps three months, six 
months, or even a whole year on some o} 
them. There are different ways of under 
standing and diiferent levels of under- 
standing. The first reading and discus- 
sion does not reach them all, especially 
when different parts of the same book 
were read in different years. There is no 
reason of method or material why the pro- 
gram should not go on for thirty years or 
more. There are only human reasons. 
The great books program ends only in de- 
sertion or death. 

What will happen to the country if mil- 
lions of adults begin the disciplined and 
informal reading and discussion of the 
great books, I cannot say. I can only 
imagine, and I shall not try to amuse you 
with the speculations of a fertile imagina- 
tion. The impact of the experiment upon 
adult education, however, is a kind of 
intellectual Operation Crossroads, taking 
place, not a Bikini, but in Chicago, De- 
troit, Cleveland, and Indianapolis. Adult 
education, like the Navy, may have to 
change its ways. Its strategy, tactics, 
logistics, and equipment are all question- 
able. 


Certain salient facts confront adult edu- 
cators everywhere. The most important 
things any adult does is to sleep and to 
make money —or to spend it keeping 
house. At least sixteen hours a day are 
spent on these important activities. First 
things come first. Experts on atomic ener- 
gy tell me that soon we shall be able to 
make a something out of nothing and use 
it anywhere without any effort. Until 
that happy day comes however, we all 
shall work at least eight hours. This 
leaves eight hours for leisure, or for love, 
as some optimist has asserted. Our 
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leisure is largely taken over by what may 
be referred to as really effective adult edy. 
cation, the newspapers, the radio, the 
movies, and light, miscellaneous reading, 
These, as best, amuse us effectively, in. 
form us, and actually teach us a good 
deal in a passive manner. They do not 
put our minds to work or test our morals. 
At worst, they arouse our passions and 
try our patience. 


They are at their worst when they try 
to be educational in any active sense, 
Every newspaper peddles its own particu. 
lar poison; the problem is to work up an 
immunity. As an ex-Gl, I'd walk a mile 
to get away from an educational movie, 
I for one am tired of learing about psycho- 
analysis in the modern novel. As aman 
whose questions never made “Informa 
tion, Please,” I take a dim view of those 
successful intellectuals who find them- 
selves surrounded by sets of the Encyclo. 
pedia Britannica won on that program. 
They have exactly the books they de 
serve. 


Yet the newspapers, the movies the 
radio, and light miscellaneous reading, 
at their worst, are more attractive, more 
convenient, and more interesting than 
even the best courses offered at a uni- 
versity extension or by correspondence. 
The adult educators are in competition 
for the leisure time of adults with top 
drawer commercial enterprise, and they 
are not doing too well. 

The adult educators recognize that mak- 
ing money is one of the most important 
activities of any adult. They try to fill 
the bill of that necessary, sometimes in- 
sensate, desire by offering complete pro 
grams of vocational training. I am not 
talking about training in the learned pro 
fessions, although they too can be taught 
as trades; I am talking about training 
for jobs alone and for nothing else. Be 
cause there is money in administering 
these job-training programs, the adult 
educators resist the notion that the best 
way to learn most jobs is in the field, in 
the factory, or in an office behind a desk. 
They are slow to realize that, in hard 
times, they are often training for jobs 
which do not exist. They are unmoved 
by the argument that this is an immordl 
and impolitic thing to do. Even those who 
agree, keep looking at the gate receipts 
and finding them irresistable. 

The more worthwhile courses in atl 
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literature, and science are not nearly so 
profitable nor so popular as vocational 
courses in the same institution. They are 
not popular because they take place in 
the evening downtown when everybody 
wants to get out of the city and go home. 
They are not popular with adults because 
they are not adapted to adults. They are 
the same old leisurely courses which are 
taught to undergraduates who are devot- 
ing their full time to education. Adults have 
more experience, more seriousness, and 
less time than undergraduates. They fre- 
quently find the lectures repetitive and 
the materials elementary. The courses 
are inconvenient to attend, unadapted to 
the student, and the reward is dispro- 
portionate to the effort. Adult education, 
it must be confessed, is not doing well 
either in motivating or communicating 
learning. But, it is here to stay. 

The greatest teachers in the world 
taught adults, primarily. Socrates was 
accused of corrupting the youth, but he 
talked with anybody who would listen, 
and he regarded himself as the gadfly 
of the Athenian state. He was improving 
the citizens by asking them to examine 
their lives and their morals. Another 
great teacher, Jesus, said, Suffer the little 
children tc come unto me,” but the Ser- 
mon on the Mount was over the heads of 
children. 


In 1890, the proposal that everybody 
should go to high school was thought pre- 
posterous. Today, at least 70 percent of 
the people go to high school. Today too 
it is thought preposterous that every adult 
should continue with some kind of con- 
scious education, no matter how many de- 
grees he may have. Yet the armed forces 
educated 12,000000 technicians for war. 
All we need now is 140,000,000 techni- 
cians for peace. A technician for peace is 
aman educated as a man. If adult edu- 
cation can improve its tactics, strategy, 
logistics, and equipment, the next dec- 
ades should see every body in it. Allow 
me to point to some of the strategical, 
tactical, and logistical features of the 
great books community group program 
which add something new to adult edu- 
cation. 

The new strategy is liberal education, 
not vocational or specialist training. The 
new tactic is the activity of reading, talk- 
Ing and listening, not the passivity of 
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listening to lectures which comprise the 
bulk of most courses for adults on the 
college and university level. The new 
logistics will place adult education in the 
local communities under the leadership 
of competent, or at any rate, adequate 
leaders drawn from the community. The 
new equipment is a large room situated in 
some quiet, peaceful place in the com- 
munity, equipped with tables, chairs, 
light, and heat, and available in the eve- 
nings; the books are in the local libraries 
and bookstores. 


About the strategy called liberal educa- 
tion, I have already said enough to in- 
spire either your interest or your distaste. 
Do not believe, however, that I am advo- 
cating pursuit of a libezal education to the 
exclusioin of all other kinds of adult edu- 
cation. If you are already embarked 
upon some plan of vocational training or 
specialist education, nothing I have said 
should cause you to abandon it. The 
great books community group is, on its 
record, an interesting and promising ex- 
periment in adult liberal education. It is 
worth trying. I would not have you drop 
any other worthwhile educational activity 
you may be pursuing. I would have you 
pursue them both! If that is impossible 
and there must be a choice, it is your , 
time, your problem and your choice. To! 
advise you would be unwise, immoral 
and impractical—impractical because 
you would not take the advice anyhow. I 
confess that we are trying to steal some of 
the time you now devote to the news- 
papers, the radio, the movies, and light, 
miscellaneous reading. That is only pet- 
ty larceny. 

Enough has been said, too, of the new 
tactic of activity in reading, talking and 
listening to each other. This tactic is not 
new to you, of course. It is only new to 
adult educators. Many of you have 
doubtless been reviewing and discussing 
books for years, or you have discussed 
public affairs foreign relations, and a 
miscellany of other worthwhile topics. All 
that can be said to those of you who 
have been doing this kind of thing is 
that the great books will give you an 
integrated and continuous course of study. 
They will give you a vast and important 
substance for your discussions. The 
leaders we have trained, before they are 
turned loose, have learned some of the 
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rules and techniques of conducting a 
good discussion. They will be able to 
assist you. The mind learns best through 
activity. The best activity for the mind is 
that most natural to it. The natural work 
of the mind is to receive ideas, to work 
them over and to expres sthem. Recep- 
tion alone is not enough. 


Perhaps not enough has been said 
about the passivity of lecturing. This is 
reception of ideas and nothing else. Few 
people think very long about what a lec- 
turer says. They accept it. Any lecture, 
good or bad, tends to enslave its audi- 
ence, particularly if the lecturer is a great 
authority. It is hard to talk back to a 
lecturer. Wise lecturers never permit it. 
I am lecturing right now on the great 
books extension program. Even at this 
late point, I assert that you do not know 
anything about the program. You only 
know what I have told you, and you will 
forget most of that within the hour. You 
will really learn about the great books 
community groups by getting into one of 
them and finding out for yourself. I hope 
you will get into a good one. 


A bad one may be bad for a variety 
of reasons, but the worst of all is the one 
in which the leaders start lecturing. If 
they do, I hope you will heckle them and 
make life miserable for them until they 
go back to the proper function, which is 
the asking of important, vivid, articulate 
questions about a great book. The lead- 
ers are not experts on any book.’ If they 
were, the lecturing would be even more 
harmful. The great books program is not 
a cult. It would easily become one if it 
provided opportunity for fast-talkers to 
engage in special pleading. 

To permit even a little lecturing, or ap- 
parently harmless summarizing, is a com- 
promise with the method of program, 
which is the method of Socrates. Te 
compromise the method on this point is to 
abandon it, and where the method is 
abandoned, the great books program will 
—-and should — fail. We are interested 
too in success, but only on these terms. 

The new logistics which places the great 
books program in the local community, 
just around the corner from your house, 
has one indispensable requirement. Some 
local institution—a library. a university, 
college, or school—interested in adult edu- 
cation must cooperate by providing the 
administrative necessities of the program. 
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The room, the tables and chairs, the hegt 
and light, and, most important, the books, 
are constant details which would over 
burden any individual volunteer. An ip. 
terested institution, however, can care for 
these details in regular course. Only by 
permanent institutional assistance can the 
great books program be made permanent 
in the local community. It is our practice 
to turn over the entire control of the pro 
gram to such local institutions. We ape 
ready with advice and assistance if asked, 
but only if asked. 

I have said that the aim of the great 
books extension program is free, univer 
sal, adult, liberal education. I have tried 
to tell you what this means and how it 
works. You should be warned that par 
ticipation in this program is not easy and 
its rewards are not immediate. Good 
intentions without hard work are not 
enough. The road to diletantism is paved 
exactly as the road to hell. With hard 
work at this kind of liberal education, you 
and I can gradually get better at it. We 
will read and talk and listen to others bet 
ter. We will learn a good deal of the 
accumulated wisdom of the world. We 
may become better people and better 
citizens. Perhaps we may even fulfill our 
obligations as free men to a free society. 


John P. Barden 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR SALE — 12-drawer card catalogue 
cabinet, with stand, used three years, 
light oak finish, Demco .manutacture 
F.O.B. $40.00 Carnegie Public Library. 
Escanaba, Michigan. 








Note: As an added service to the libraries 
of Michigan, classified advertising of a 
professional nature will be accepted. No 
tices will be inserted for a charge of five 
cents per word; minimum, one dollar. 
Deadline: a month preceding publication 
date. 





A. L. A. 

Are you really a member of the library 
profession? 

Not entirely until you become a member 
of the American Library Association! 

New members who join now will be 
credited as paid through 1947. 

Write to John G. Lorenz, Michigan State 
Library, Lansing 13, for additional infor 
mation or membership material. 
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Scene of 


M. L. A. CONVENTION 


September 17-20, 1947 














MICHIGAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


MEETS AT BLANEY PARK 
SEPTEMBER 17th - 20th, 1947 


Blaney Park, the original Playground of Paul Bunyan, will become the Playgroung 
for Michigan Librarians in 1947! Located in Schoolcraft County, Upper Peninsula @ 
Michigan, 70 miles west of the Straits and 22 miles east of Manistique, Blaney is@ 
favorite vacation spot. 


M.L.A. members will have exclusive use of Blaney during convention time at@ 
cost of $19.50 to $28.50 per person for three full days and 12 meals! 


You may look forward to interesting speakers, excellent food, and a variety @ 
entertainment for your free time. Come by car if possible but arrangements can be 


made to meet trains or buses at nearby points—or charter a plane and land within 1@ 
yards of the lodge! 


Blaney Park offers a wide variety of accomodations. Daily rate per person: 
Twin beds with bath 
Double bed with bath 
Twin and Double connecting thru’ bath 
Suites in cottages with attached bath 


These prices include room, meals and dining room tips from Wednesday evening 
dinner through Saturday noon. Altho’ a car is necessary at the Blaney Lakes and 
Lake Milakokia, the cottages are very desirable and each is equipped with a boat. 


Using all available space in rooms, Blaney can accomodate 393 persons. Pick 
congenial roommates by making your reservations in groups of 2 or 4 This will beg 
great help to the Blaney management in making room assignments. Reservations will 
be taken by the Conference Committee after January 1, 1947. Please do not write (6 
Blaney Park. Definite room assignments will be made after September 1. 1947, by thé 
Blaney Management in order of receipt of requests. No deposit is necessary. 


Alberta Massingill 
Public Library 
Grand Rapids 2, Michigan. 


I wish to make reservations for M.L.A. Convention for the following people: 
NAME ADDRESS_ 
NAME SS! 
NAME : ADDRESS_ 
NAME ; _______ ADDRESS__ 





at the following rates: Ist choice SS nd 


I shall have the use of acar: Yes__ v — 


Signature 
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Michigan Library Association Cruise Convention 
Fifty-Fifth Annual Meeting 
September 13-16, 1946 


Michigan Library Association will 

long stand out as something unusual 
and different. The idea of combining a 
Great Lakes Cruise with an annual meet- 
ing of the Association had been discussed 
from time to time, for several years. It 
remained for the idea to become a reality 
during the presidency of Miss Adeline 
Cooke. Under her leadership, commit- 
tees were appointed, plans were formu- 
lated and ihe project took shape. 

The very able members of the various 
committees worked long and hard through 
the year. To them fell such tasks as 
planning programs, handling reservations, 
and making all possible arrangements for 
the comfort and enjoyment of those who 
were to participate. To them should go 
the satisicction of knowing that their ef- 
forts made the Cruise-Convention a truly 
memorable success. 

From the moment of embarkation, en- 
thusiasm ran high among the “Cruisers.” 
The S. S. South American left the dock 
in Detroit, under auspicious circumstances, 
on Friday evening September 13. Bright 
moonlight flooded the scene as the big 
boat steamed up the Detroit River, lending 
an eerie quality to the scenes along the 
shore line. The whole duration of the 
Cruise was blessed with incomparable 
weather. Warm, sunshiny days and 
bright, moonlit nights heightened the en- 
joyment of time spent on the decks. 

The first evening was given over to 
greeting old acquaintances and making 
new ones. A feeling of warm friendli- 
hess pervaded the boat, as the general 
activity of getting settled was completed. 

Saturday morning saw the business of 
the Michigan Library Association get un- 
der way. During the morning, the follow- 
ing Section meetings were held: County 
Librarians, Junior Members, Reference Li- 
brarians, and Trustees. Each of these 
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meetings is reported separately later in 
this article. 

The first general Business Meeting of 
ihe Conference was held Saturday after- 
noon. This was one of the few times when 
the accomodations of the ship proved in- 
adequate. The gathering being too large 
for the Grand Salon, the overflow was 
distributed around the balcony surround- 
ing the upper deck. 

The annual reports of the officers and 
standing committees were read and ap- 
proved. Following the reading of the 
report of the Federal Relations Committee, 
Mr. Lieberman asked for an addition to 
that report. He announced that he has 
a file of letters from Congressmen of 
Michigan, in response to letters requesting 
passage of the Library Demonstration Bill. 
This information is on hand at the State 
Library for anyone who wishes to ascer- 
tain the reactions of his Congressman to 
the bill. His motion, to have this infor- 
mation added to the report, was seconded 
and carried. 

After the reading and adoption of the 
report of the Scholarship committee, Presi- 
dent Cooke called for comments on the 
Scholarship Fund. In the ensuing dis- 
cussion the following points were clari- 
fied: 

There is immediate availability of 
funds from the Constance Bement Me- 
morial Fund. 

Payment on loans from the Con- 
stance Bement Memorial Fund shall 
start the first year after the comple- 
tion of the library course. 

The Scholarship Fund is composed 
of two funds, one a fund for outright 
grants to persons attending the work- 
shops sponsored by the State Board 
for Libraries, and a loan fund, the 
Constance Bement Memorial Fund, 
for persons taking a library training 
course. 








M.L.A. CRUISE-CONVENTION 


Mr. Merrill M. Jones, Chairman of the 
Constitution Committee, read three pro- 
posed amendments to the Constitution and 
By-Laws of the Michigan Library Associ- 
ation, which had been prepared by his 
committee. The President presented these 
amendments to the Association for ac- 
tion. 

After some discussion, the following re- 
vised amendment was stated by the 
President: 

Substitute for Article IV, Section 2, first 
sentence: 

The adminisiration of the affairs of 
the Association shall be vested in the 
Executive Board which shall consist 
of the officers of the Association, the 
retiring president, together with two 
other members elected by the Associ- 
ation. 

The secretary moved the adoption of 
the amendment. The motion was second- 
ed and carried. 

Mr. Jones then read the second pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution and 
By-Laws. The president stated ihe ques- 
tion to the Association: 

By-Laws, Article VII, section 1, sentence 
1, shall read: 

The President shall appoint subject 
to the approval of the Executive Board, 
the following standing committees: 
Legislative, Membership, Planning, 
Public Relations, Publications, Salary, 
Staff and Tenure, and Scholarship. 
The secretary moved the adoption of 

the amendment. The motion was second- 
ed and carried. 

Mr. Jones read the third proposed 
amendment to the Constitution and By- 
Laws. The President stated the question 
to the Association: 

By-Laws, Article XII, first sentence: 
strike out the words Roundtables and 
insert the word and between the 
words Section and District. In the 
second sentence strike out the words 
Roundtables and insert the word and 
between the words Sections and Dis- 
tricts. 

The secretary moved the adoption of 
the amendment. The motion was second- 
ed and carried. 

The President then stated the By-Law 
Article XII, first and second sentence, re- 
vised by amendment, to read as follows: 

At the close of each Association 


year the Chairman and Secretary of 

each Standing Committee, Speciq] 

Committee, Section and District, shal] 

as soon as possible, turn over to the 

Secretary of the Association all files 

pertaining to their respective offices, 

The Secretary shall thereupon trans- 

mit these files to the incoming chair- 

man and secretary of the aforesaid 

Committees, Sections and Districts. 

The secretary moved the adoption of the 
By-Law, revised by amendment. The 
motion was seconded and carried. 

The business session concluded with gq 
general round-up of information on activi 
ties in the state. 

Mr. Kohlstedt reported that a revision 
of the State Aid Law was in progress. This 
revision will expedite the organization of 
larger units of library service. The pro 
posed revision will not penalize counties 
entering into a combination for the pur 
pose of establishing a larger unit of li 
brary service. He stated that the revision 
will make it possible for such combina- 
tions to gain more state aid grants. 

Miss LeFevre made an announcement 
about the school of teacher-librarianship 
at Western State College of Education. She 
asked that she be supplied with names 
of students who would qualify for admis- 
sion and mentioned the possibility of 
scholarships. 

It was also stated that the University 
of Michigan is offering new courses and 
has added some new instructors. The 
meeting was adjourned at the close of 
ihe discussion. 

One of the highlights of the Cruise was 
the three-hour stopover on Mackinac Is- 
land on Saturday evening. The passen- 
gers had an interesting glimpse of that 
historic spot. The quaint horse-drawn 
vehicles, the brightly lighted souvenir 
shops, the brilliance of the Grand Hotel. 
all served to lend a carnival-air to the 
visit. 

Since the M.L.A. Cruise was the final 
one for 1946, the Librarians were the last 
influx of visitors for the season. As the 
S. S. South American took her departure, 
Nature outdid herself to paint a memor 
able picture for the passengers who re 
mained on deck. Flooded with moonlight 
and circled by the twinkling harbor lights, 
the little Island seemed to be flaunting 
her beauty in defiance of the isolation 
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MLA. CRUISE-CONVENTION 
which is to be hers in the Winter months 
ahead. 

On Sunday morning, Church services 
were held in the Grand Salon. Later, 
meetings of the following Sections were 
called: Adult Education, Catalogers, Chil- 
dren's Librarians and College Librarians. 

The School Librarians held an open 
meeting Sunday afternoon. Dr. Leon 
Carnovsky, of the University of Chicago, 
gave an address: “New Perspectives on 
an Old Theme: Which Way Librarian- 
ship?”’ 

The Business Session of the Michigan 
Library Association was reconvened at 
7:30 on Sunday evening. In addition to 
the adoption of the Resolution on the Li- 
brary Demonstration Bill and the Resolu- 
tion on the Michigan Experimental Prog- 
ress of Adult Education, which were pub- 
lished in the October MICHIGAN LI- 
BRARIAN, a third resolution was present- 
ed for action. 

Mr. Kohlstedt read the following Reso- 
lution prepared at ihe suggestion of the 
Adult Education Section: 

"Whereas, the Michigan Library 
Association, in convention assembled, 
understands that a state program of 
audio-visual education is about to be 
inaugurated, and 
Whereas, Public Libraries are natural 
centers for the distribution and protec- 
tion of audio-visual materials de- 
signed for school and community use, 
therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the State Sup- 

erintendent of Public Instruction be re- 

quested to include librarians on any 
committee appointed to administer 
this program, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that li- 

braries be given equal status with 

other educational institutions in the 
appropriaiton and allocation of 
funds.” 

Mr. Kohlstedt moved the adoption of the 
Resolution. The motion was seconded 
and carried. 

President Cooke then introduced the 
recommendation of the A.L.A. with re- 
spect to holding regional meetings on al- 
ternate years. She called for expres- 
sions of opinion from the Association. 

After some discussion, and an exchange 
of opinions, the President restated the mo- 
tion: 
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That the Association express by a 
show of hands, its approval of a sys- 
tem of regional meetings to be held by 
A.L.A. occasionally, or, on alternate 
years, if by so doing all other details 
of A.L.A. meetings could be properly 
handled. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The President declared the 1946 Busi- 
ness Session of the Michigan Library As- 
sociation ended. 

There remained one more gathering be- 
fore the Convention ended. On Monday 
morning, September 16, a breakfast was 
served at the Continental Hotel in Chi- 
cago. The guest speaker was Mr. Vin- 
cent Sheean, who addressed the assemb- 
lage on: “Our Situation in th World.” 

Mr. Sheean deplored the fact that he 
was bringing a note of seriousness to a 
group which had just enjoyed a delight- 
ful outing. His was a message fraught 
with misgivings and slight hope, but one 
which impressed on all Librarians the im- 
portance of the responsibilities which must 
be assumed in the immediate future. It 
was a fitting note upon which to close 
the Annual Conference of the Michigan 
Library Association. 


ADULT EDUCATION SECTION 

The first meeting of the M.L.A. Adult 
Education Section was called to order by 
Miss Ruth Warncke, temporary chair- 
man, at 10:00 A. M., September 15th, on 
board the SS South American. Miss Vir- 
ginia Summers, chairman of the nominat- 
ing committee, (Miss Helen Warner, Miss 
Anne Farrington, Miss Hazel De Meyer, 
and Mr. Ernest Miller) presented the fol- 
lowing slate of officers: 

Chairman — Miss Ruth Warncke, 
Grand Rapids Public Library. 

Vice-Chairman—Miss Clover Flan- 
ders, University of Michigan Library, 
Detroit. 

Secretary - Treasurer — Mr. Irving 
Lieberman, State Library, Lansing. 
The candidates were unanimously 

elected. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
chairman appoint a committee to draw up 
a constitution and by-laws for the Sec- 
tion. The motion passed. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
chairman appoint a committee to plan a 
one-day spring institute in adult education 
techniques. The motion passed. 
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The program that followed consisted of 
three ten-minute talks on adult education 
activities as operated by Battle Creek, De- 
troit and Grand Rapids, by Miss Helen 
Warner, Mr. Ralph Ulveling and Mr. Don- 
ald Kohlstedt respectively. Each speaker 
described the methods of organization, 
and some of the details of the program. 
Each urged that the Department of Pub- 
lic Instruction make use of libraries in 
the direction of adult education programs. 
All existing programs are under the sup- 
ervision of local boards of education or 
county school commissioners. 

It was moved by Mr. Ulveling and 
seconded by Mr. Kaiser that Mr. Kohlstedt 
act as emissary of the Adult Education 
Section to the M.L.A. Executive Board to 
request a resolution from the entire or- 
ganization asking that libraries be given 
equal status with the schools in applying 
for funds for adult education work and 
for the new audio-visual program being 
planned, and that said resolutions be for- 
warded to the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. The motion was passed. 

It was moved by Miss Conat and sec- 
onded that the chairman secure adequate 
representation for the discussion groups 
of the annual meeting of the Michigan 
Council on Adult Education in Grand 
Rapids on October 22-23. The motion was 
passed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 

Cards were sent to all who indicated 
their intention to be present at the annual 
meeting of the Michigan Council of Adult 
Education. At least four libraries were 
present in each discussion group. 

The commiitee on an Adult Education 
Techniques Institute met with Mr. Otto 
Yntema, and Mr. Don Dolan of Western 
Michigan College of Education on October 
22. It was decided to have a one-day in- 
stitute at the Lansing Public Library in 
March, and to invite representatives of 
groups the libraries would serve, such as 
P.T.A., Farm Bureau service clubs, etc., to 
meet with the Librarians. Leaders from 
the Adult Education departments of the 
colleges will lead the discussion and 
demonstrate the techniques. 

The above mentioned resolutions were 
authorized by the M.L.A. Executive Board, 
and sent to the Governor, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, and appropriate com- 
mittees. 


6 


CATALOG SECTION 

The “Cruise’” meeting of the Catalog 
Section met “at sea” Sunday moming, 
September 15, in the lobby on C deck of 
the SS South American. 

The meeting was called to order by 
Barbara Westby, acting-chairman (for 
Madeleine Dunn, Chairman). The min. 
utes of the Spring meeting were read by 
Acting-secretary Josephine Smith, of Ford. 
son High School, Dearborn. Due to the 
absence of the chairman, no program was 
planned. Election of officers for the next 
year was held, and the meeting was ad- 
journed. 





CHILDREN’S LIBRARIANS SECTION 

During the Michigan Library Associa: 
tion's Cruise, ithe Children's Librarians 
Section held a meeting, Sunday Morning, 
September 15, 1946 in the Bridge Lounge 
of the S. S. South American. 

Mrs. Bernice Gantt, chairman of the Sec- 
tion presided. 

Miss Cann, chairman of the Constitu- 
tion Committee, reported that with the lack 
of a quorum the new constitution could 
not be presented for voting. It was recom- 
mended that copies of suggested revisions 
ke mailed to the membership before the 
Spring Institute so that the vote can be 
taken at that time. 

There was discussion about the lack of 
appealing publicity to attract young peo- 
ple to the field of library work. The mo- 
tion was made and approved that the 
Recruiiment Committee contact Miss Beust, 
Specialist in School Libraries, U. S. De 
partment of Education, about the possibili- 
ty of publishing an illustrated brochure to 
ke used in recruiting for library work with 
boys and girls. 

It was suggested that congratulations 
are due Miss Alice LeFevre for her splen- 
did bulletin on the Department of Li- 
brarianship at Western Michigan. 

In an effort to gain a larger place for 
instruction in library work with children, 
in the library school curriculum, Miss Sing- 
ley, chairman of the Education Committee, 
has been in correspondence with Dr. 
Gijelsness of the University of Michigan 
Miss Singley was unable to be at the 
meeting. The letters were read by Miss 
Hansen. These revealed the probability 
that an assistant professor, a specialist 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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DONALD W. KOHLSTEDT 


The voters of Michigan have registered their approval of the return of a portion of 
the sales tax to local governmental units and schools. Some library budgets may be in- 
creased if librarians actively seek a proportionate share of this revenue, yet the great 
need for State Aid to libraries is just as imperative today as it was before November 5th. 


Almost a million residents of this great state are still without library service and 
our goal of extending the benefits of the free public library to every citizen is yet unat- 
tained or even unattainable under existing conditions. Adequate establishment grants 
and demonstration funds are as essential to the future of universal library service in 
Michigan as is more adequate continued financial support and larger units of service 
for greater economy and more effective operation. 


Our greatest asset in the justification of increased funds for library purposes is 
the effectiveness of those libraries already in existence. Every library in this state should 
be able to justify itself not merely as a storehouse of books and the wisdom of the ages 
but as a living, vital source of information to increase earning ability and as a treasury 
of knowledge that the entire family may draw upon to get more fun out of life. 


Our libraries must become so important in the lives of those they serve that politi- 
cal leaders will never be able to ignore our legitimate and justifiable requests. This 
would come to pass if every library in the state of Michigan could have said of it the 
thought expressed by Virginia S. Hopper in her poem, 


* Small Town Library 


This is no shrine of dry and dusty death, 
Forgotten words and pages dim with time. 
Beneath this roof is caught the very breath 

Of life in picture, narrative and rhyme. 

For here, in wondering awe, small girls and boys 
Meet gay Pinocchio and the Gods of old, 

Find high adventure, thrill to deathless joys, 
And travel widely in the ‘realms of gold”; 
While older youths, perchance, may read some line 
To make them future seers of their race. 
Knowledge dwells here with countenance benign, 
And Inspiration shows her hallowed face. 


So, this small building is a living part 
Warm and pulsating, of a people’s heart. 


* Reprinted by permission of Good Housekeeping Magazine. 
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A LETTER TO A COUNTY LIBRARIAN 


By CECIL J. McHALE 
Department of Library Science, University of Michigan 

The following is the substance of a letter which I wrote a short time ago tog 
librarian friend of mine in another part of the country, upon receipt of a report of the 
county library of which she is at present the head. This able and energetic woman, g 
library-school graduate, married and gave up active library work for a number of years 
but never lost interest in it. Upon her removal to a suburban community, just outside q 
large city, she became active in women’s clubs of several constructive sorts and before 
long got them interested in the some half-dozen village, club, and church libraries in 
the county thereabouts. With the co-operattion of these libraries she got the clubs to 
push for a county system which would harness up and strengthen these scattered col- 
lections. After considerable spade work and careful tilling of the soil she and her co. 
workers got the county library modestly established, secured a young library - school 
graduate to head it, recruited additional volunteer workers, and gave elementary train- 
ing to both the new and the old. With the passage of time this small suburban county 
increased tremendously in population, as has happened in so many other places, and 
the library was able to make some progress too. At the beginning of the War, atter 
the library had lost two or three of its successive heads and was put to it to find an 
other, this friend of mine was induced to take over the library herself. She has con- 
tinued in this capacity, meanwhile adding several paid employees, full- and part-time. 
There are still quite a few volunteers, showing community willingness to donate time 
to the libraries, but the number now is only about a fifth of the original number. 


I was both pleased and impressed by your neat little report, A Brief History pf the 
County Library, 1935-1946,"" and am grateful to you for sending it to me. 

The progress made, particularly since 1941, is spectacular. That you were able to gain 
ground on a per capita basis in wartim> and in the face of a 350 per cent increase in population 
is not the least spectacular feature;—and the appropriation for 1946-47 testifies to the County's 
increased acceptance of the challenge and the responsibility. 

So typical is your enterprise of the way libraries have been started and developed (the 
older states in the East, to a considerable extent, excepted) that I am tempted to set down, for my 
own edification at least, the pattern they so consistently seem to follow. 

1. Women’s reading circle, study club, or the like accumulates a collection of books; 

sooner or later this becomes a proprietary library, supported by subscriptions, dues, do- 

nations, sociables, etc.; it is for the use of group members, subscribers, doners. (Here 

in these parts often called a -“ladies’ library.’’) 

2. Collection grows and interest extends outside founding group; decision to allow 

general public access free of charge or upon payment of a small fee. 

3. Upkeep becomes onerous to proprietary group or interest dwindles and collection 

stagnates; realization that tax support is noeded if library is to go ahead. (Sometimes 

withers on the vine at this stage.) 

4. Campaign for and securing of municipal support (sooner or later); library usually 

comes under municipal control, though sometimes still in whole or in part under control 

of proprietors; often the receipt of a gift of money, books, and/or quarters is contingent 

on securing public support; some payment for personal services, hitherto usually wholly 

on a volunteer basis, though volunteer assistance continues. 

5. Drive to increase effectiveness and support of library; businesslike reorganization 

under a trained librarians, weeding out of obsolete books, expansion of outlets and services. 

Items 4 and 5 apply equally to a local municipal library or to a county system of libraries. 

All this leads me to meditate in the following wise concerning the creation and evolution of 
libraries (and, indeed, of most other joint human undertakings under heaven): 

Nothing ever gets going by process of spontaneous combustion. There is always a prime 
mover, a leader (often aided by a very few lieutenants), who gives off the spark and sets up 
the machinery. All the people are seldom actively for anything: the most to hope for is that 
they are passively for it, rather than sheerly indifferent or passively against it. Varving amounts 
of interest and co-operation can be drummed up in some or many of them when they begin to 
see a thing succeeding. But throughout one sees the work of one or a few who contribute (a) 
creative interest, (b) the larger view, (c) organizing and amalgamating ability, (d) the power to 
persuade, cultivate, and gain entree, and (e) the requisite drive for the long pull. 

Where civic, educational, cultural, or welfare improvements are involved women are usuaily 
the chief protagonists, if not the initiators. Outside the cities (which had attained the status 
of city following he Civil War, when many of our great city libraries were being established) 
where would the library movement be "'twere na for the lassies,oh'’? 

Sincerely yours, 


The Michigan Librarian 
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Library Service 


Complete library book requirements are sup- 
plied promptly and economically from our 
comprehensive stock . . . sclected from the lists 


of more than 300 publishers. 


Take advantage of the 23,000 titles on our 
shelves. They aze here for your convenience! 
Make use of the individual and careful attention 
accorded each order .. . receive prompt shipments 
and detailed reports on unavailable titles. 


This is the service you may expect . . . plus 
our liberal discounts! 


May we demonstrate our ability to serve you 


and give your orders the prompt, careful and 
courteous attention they merit? 


Library Department 


A. C. MeCLURG & CO. 


333 EAST ONTARIO STREET 


CHICAGO 11. ILLINOIS 


“Serving Librarians is Our Business” 
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Bannon, Laura ; 
Deming, Mrs. Therese 


Friskey, Mrs. Margaret 
Henry, Mrs. Marguerite 
Lindman, Mrs. Maj Jan 


Morgenstern, Elizabeth 
Nelson, Mrs. Mary Jarman 
Nida, William Lewis 


Ritter, Mathilde 


A. W. Co. Books on 
The Rue List for Intermediate Grades 


TALES FROM A FINNISH TUPA 
HIGH IN THE MOUNTAINS 


Bowman, James Cloyd 
Brock, Emma 

Cannon, James L. . . 
Deming, Mrs. Therese 


Fed’l Writers Project, New 


Jones, Viola 


Kelly, Raymond 


Kristoffersen, Mrs. Eva M. 


Lee, Mrs. Melicent H. 


Mabry, Caroline 
Nida, William Lewis 


Peck, Anne Merriman 


Pelzel, Helene 


on The 


Rue List for Primary Grades 


MANUELA’S BIRTHDAY 
LITTLE EAGLE 


INDIANS IN WINTER CAMP 
RED PEOPLE OF THE WOODED 


COUNTRY 
SURPRISE ON WHEELS 
AUNO AND TAUNO 


FLICKA RICKA DICKA AND 
THE NEW DOTTED DRESSES 
FLICKA RICKA DICKA AND 


THE THREE KITTENS 


SNIPP SNAPP SNURR AND 
THE BUTTERED BREAD 
SNIPP SNAPP SNURR AND 


THE YELLOW SLED 


SNIPP SNAPP SNURR AND 


THE RED SHOES 
THE LITTLE GARDENERS 
FUN WITH MUSIC 
THE TREE BOYS 


FLEETFOOT THE CAVE BOY 


IN THE MOUSE’S HOUSE 


HOOFBEATS 


INDIANS OF THE PUEBLOS 


York . BIRDS OF THE WORLD 
WHO'S WHO IN THE ZOO 


REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS 


PETER AND GRETCHEN 
O-GO THE BEAVER 


HANS CHRISTIAN OF ELSINORE 
MARCOS, A MOUNTAIN BOY 


OF MEXICO 


OVER THE CASTLE WALLS 
INVENTIONS AND DISCOVERIES 


OF ANCIENT TIMES 


YOUNG AMERICANS FROM 


MANY LANDS 


NANKA OF OLD BOHEMIA 


ALBERT WHITMAN & COMPANY 


560 West Lake Street 


CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS 

























1.00 PS 
1.00 PS 
1.00 PS 

1.00 PS 
1.00 PS 
1.00 PS 
1.50 M 
0.90 2 
1.00 2-3 
1.00 PS 





2.50 5-7 
2.00 +-6 
1.50 P 
1.50 4-6 
1.75 Pl 
2.00 Pl 
225 Pl 
1.50 3-5 
1.50 6-7 
2.00 3-5 
1.50 4-6P 
1.00 3-5 
1.25 5-8 
2.00 5-7 
2.00 5-6 
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CONFERENCE OF LIBRARIANS OF THE LARGER LIBRARIES 
OF MICHIGAN 





From left to right: Cecil McHale, Irving Lieberman, Mrs. George G. Hunter, Hazel Adair, Joseph W. 


mo 


lizabeth Baker, Phyllis Rankin, John Lorenz. 


lanck, Maud E. Grill, Beatrice Prall, Agnes Jewell, Donald W. Kohlstedt, Mrs. Mary B. Kenan, Florence 
evers, Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, Helen Warner, Jeanne Griffin, William Webb, C. Tefft Hewitt, Margaret Scott, 


Back row, left to right: Charles Mohrhardt, Mabel Conat, Mildred Limond, Verva Tobias, Adah Shelly, 
Dorothy Dowsett, Mrs. Marion Wilcox, Jennie Kuhlberg. 





"How'can the effectiveness of the serv- 
ices of the large public library be meas- 
ured?” “Has there been any measure- 
ments of the individual libraries in Michi- 
gan against national standards?” 

These were questions raised at the con- 
ference held on October 11-12, 1946, in 
Lansing, when librarians trom 31 of the 40 
public libraries, serving a population of 
15,000, or more, met to discuss personnel, 
position classification, certification, inter- 
library relations and the library trustee. 

This was the second such conference 
sponsored by the State Board for Libraries. 
Mr. Joseph W. Planck, Lansing; Mrs. 
George G. Hunter, St. Johns; Mrs. Dorothy 
T. Hagerman, Grand Rapids; Mrs. Flor- 
ence B. Dearing, Hartland; and Miss Helen 
Warner, Battle Creek, presided at the 
sessions. 

Each person came with a picture of his 
own library—its aims, purposes and limi- 
tations. A composite picture showed that 
these 40 libraries, with their 362 service 
units, are responsible for library service 
to more than 65% of Michigan's entire 
population 

The fact that these busy administrators 
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voted unanimously for annual conferences 
revealed how fruitful the discussions were. 
Miss Jeanne Gritfin, Kalamazoo, was elect- 
ed chairman to arrange the 1947 meeting. 


Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, in opening the 
panel discussion on ‘Certification Prob- 
lems in the Large Public Libraries,’’ point- 
ed out the importance of standards for 
public libraries and a certification pro- 
gram for effective library service. Miss 
Florence Severs, Grosse Pointe; Miss 
Jeanne Griffin, Kalamazoo; Mrs. Mary B. 
Kenan, Muskegon Heights; and Miss 
Helen Warner, Battle Creek, took part in 
the panel. The objectives of the certifica- 
tion program of the State Board for Li- 
braries, to have regulations that can be 
administered in fairness and justice to all 
persons in the library field, and, at the 
same time, to raise the standards for 
public library service was presented by 
Miss Warner. 


That qualified librarians and assistants 
are a necessity for effective modern li- 
brary service went unquestioned. The 
problems which confronts all librarians is 


‘Where to get such qualified assistants?” 
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Recruiting for library service, job classifi- 
cation, and salary schedules commensur- 
ate wiih the responsibility of the position, 
were suggested as future remedies for the 
shortage of librarians. 


Of interest to all was the discussion on 
the requirement that the large public li- 
braries must maintain a professional li- 
brary staff of 40%. Some confusion, as 
to the kind of certificates issued by the 
State Board for Libraries, was cleared up 
when it was pointed out that the ceriiti- 
cates consist of two kinds. One, the pro- 
fessional certificates, Grades III, IV and V, 
are issued to persons who have graduated 
from a college or university aproved by 
an accrediting association of more than 
state-wide standing, including or supple- 
mented by one full year of training in a 
library school accredited by the American 
Library Association. The other is the Cer- 
tificate of Library Experience. Whether 
subject specialists should be counted in 
the 40% professional staff was also con- 
sidered. 


“How does position classification aid 
the personnel administrator?’ was ably 
answered by Mr. Charles S. Pearson, Chief 
Classification Division, Michigan Civil 
Service Commission, in discussing the 
methods of making position analysis, the 
principal uses and advantages as well 
as the misconceptions of position classili- 
cation. Since, as Mr. Pearson pointed out, 
position classification forms a basis for 
uniform terminology; pay plans; recruit- 
ing, testing and certification; informative 
budgets; promotion and transfer; planning, 
clarifying and improving the organization 
as well as employee-management rela- 
tions, the library administrators readily 
recognized the application to their library 
cs evidence by the question, “It it possible 
to get consultant personnel service?’’ The 
answer was that while the Michigan Civil 
Service Commission recognizes the need, 
present staff limitations make it impos- 
sible. It was suggested, however, that 
the Michigan Municipal League, Institute 
of Public Administration at the University 
of Michigan and the Civil Service As- 
sembly in Chicago could be approached 
for consultant service. 


“Adjusting the new employee to the 
jiob—an Orientation Manual” published by 
ihe Michigan Civil Service Commission 
was distributed at this meeting. There are 
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several copies still available, which may 
be had by request from the Michigan 
State Library. 

A comprehensive outline on the areas 
of ‘‘Interrelationship of the Large Public 
Libraries’’ was given by Mr. Charles Mohr. 
hardt of Detroit. Cooperative buying 
through a library book club aroused con. 
siderable interest. This would reduce the 
cost of books to each library so that if 
could have more copies of titles at the 
time of peak demand. 

The inter-loan of books and other ma. 
terials between libraries; specialization in 
subject fields to avoid expensive duplica: 
tion of highly specialized research ma. 
terials; the use of union catalogs and 
union lists to facilitate reference services; 
the exchange of ideas on personnel, sal- 
ary schedule and level, procedures, light. 
ing and furniture; joint meeting of trus. 
tees were considered. Printing of lists of 
special collections and materials in the 
Michigan Librarian; the Junior Members 
to continue work on collecting informa 
tion on special materials; the use of the 
Michigan State Library News Letter to 
list information on special collections and 
the State Library to distribute to all pub- 
lic libraries the code on inter-library loans, 
were some suggestions made to facilitate 
inter-relations. 

The trustee’s responsibility for planning, 
budgeting and public relations in the com- 
munities, and for better library service 
ihroughout the State, were the essence of 
“Developing Libraries—a Trustee Respon- 
sibility,” presented by Miss Evelyn Pars, 
Trustee Consultant. Meetings of trustees 
of the metropolitan area of Detroit, Boc :ds 
of Education which have public libraries 
under their jurisdiction and trustees from 
adjoining counties were suggested. 

In summing up the conference, Mrs. 
Fyan pointed out that this group of li 
brarians, responsible for library service 
to 65% of Michigan's population, also has 
a responsibility for leadership in library 
progress. Not only shall we need to 
measure the effectiveness of libraries in 
terms of books and buildings Mrs. Fyan 
believes, but also to measure our own 
growth, as librarians, in awareness and 
vision. 

Mrs. Esther Laughlin, 

Michigan State Library. 

Eudocia Stratton, 

Director, State Aid to Public Libraries. 


The Michigan Librarian 








THE JOINT COMMITTEE TO STUDY LIBRARY LAWS 
REPORTS 


When Michigan became a state in 1837, 
the first library laws came into being. 
Ever since that time there have been ad- 
ditions and revisions, each one passed to 
meet an immediate and local problem, 
without any plan or correlation, until to- 
day the lack of unification, the obso- 
lescence, conflicts and omissions have 
made a revision of these laws imperative. 

The State Board for Libraries and the 
Michigan Library Association agreed to 
appoint a joint committee, which would 
collaborate in a study of these library 
laws, and to ask a group of experts in 
various allied fields to serve as consul- 
tants. The committee has been very for- 
tunate that so many busy and important 
people agreed to serve in this capacity. 
Their advice and assistance have been in- 
valuable. 


For the personnel of the committee, see 
The 1947 Who's Who in the October Issue. 

Since November 1945 the commitiee 
has met eight times at the State Library 
in Lansing. The first three meetings were 
devoted to a general survey of the laws, 
to a better mutual understanding of the 
types of libraries covered in the laws, 
that is, public libraries, school libraries 
and county libraries. The urban and rural 
areas were also explored. Charts were 
made to show the relationships of the var- 
ious laws more graphically. 


The whole committee was then divid- 
ed into sub-committes, each of which was 
assigned a section of the laws for con- 
centrated work. These smaller groups 
have made an intensive study of their 
assigned units, and have reported their 
findings to the committee as a whole. 


The ultimate plan is a complete revi- 
sion of the compiled laws, which would 
result in recodification. As one committee 
member put it, “You can patch a build- 
ing ihat is basically sound, but you can't 
patch a series of shacks—all you can do 
then is rebuild.” So the committee, decid- 
ing on a complete recodification has set 
ihese broad divisions for its work: 


(1) State Board; (2) State Library; (3) 
State Aid; (4) Certification; (5) Multi-Coun- 
ty Units; (6) Public Libraries for All Mu- 
nicipalities (County, City, Township, Vil- 
lage); (7) School Libraries; (8) Miscellan- 
eous. 


The goal is set, but there is much work 
still to be done. 


Familiarize yourself with the present 
compiled library laws, and watch for 
future reports. This committee needs the 
help of every librarian in the state, so 
that it will be aided in building a sound 
legal structure, which will result in the 
best state-wide library service for all the 
people of Michigan. 


Dorothy T. Hagerman, 
Chairman. 
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MICHIGAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


BUDGET—1947 





Budget of expenditures for 1947 
A.L.A. membership 100.00 


Executive board and Advisory council 
Committees: 
Library laws 
Institutes 
Elections 
Membership 
Legislative 
Auditing; Constitution; Federal 
relations; Nominating; Planning; 
Public relations; Publications; 
Salary, staff & tenure; Scholarship; 
Staff associations; and others 


Districts 


Sections (for miscellaneous expenses) 
(Expenses of special nature for Executive 
board action) 


Michigan Librarian 


Office expenses: 
Bank service charges 
Treasurer's bonding fee 
Clerical aid for officers 
Postage and express 
Stationery and supplies 
Telegraph and telephone 


1,000.00 


$5,273.88 


Allotments for Institutes committee and for Districts 
to be over and above registration fees collected at 
Institutes and at District meetings. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Norma B. McDonald, 
Treasurer 
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ESTIMATED INCOME - 1947 


Balance in bank October 14, 1946 $3,803.15 
including all accounts, as follows: 
Original scholarship fund 
Bement memorial fund 
Packard trustee fund 
District Three 
County library section 


1,889.27 
Cash balance of general funds 


Estimated expenditures to Dectember 31, 1946 
Net cost of October and December issues 
of The Michigan Librarian 
All other expenses 


Estimated balance December 31, 1946 1,113.88 
Estimated income for 1947 

Dues, Personal 2,900.00 

Dues, Institutional 350.00 

Advertising 700.00 

Space rental 340.00 

Subscriptions and sale of copies of 

Michigan Librarian 
Registration fees 


4,160.00 
$5,273.88 
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developments. Many new articles have been added, as well as hundreds of new pictures, new 


improved maps—page after page in brilliant new color. You'll find it in tune with modern 
educational trends. 


The popular Fact-Index (section in the back of each volume)—easy to use as a dictionary— 
has been expanded for even greater usefulness. 


Still the lowest-priced encyclopedia in its field! Write now for prices, terms, and earliest delivery 
date on the 1947 edition. 


F. E. COMPTON & COMPANY, Publishers 


COMPTON’S PICTURED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
Box 15 ANTHONY KUNTZ, Dist. Mor. St. Johns, Michigan 
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500 PUBLIC LIBRARY TRUSTEES 


“But just how do you get more money?” 

The voice was urgent. 

"It's no secret in our town,” came the 
reply. ‘Our librarian says we wouid 
never have gotten a better budget if we 
trustees had not helped to let the neigh- 
bors and the town fathers know why it 
was needed.” 

“Is your publicity haphazard, or is it 
due to long-range planning?’ another 
asked. 

“Long-range, if we can manage it, al- 
ways. It only looks spontaneous.” 

The talk goes on. After breakfast; be- 
tween meetings; on walks to the beach; on 
the path through the woods. It's Michi- 
gan public library trustees who are talk- 
ing, in groups of two or three or a half 
dozen. They are getting to know each 
other, at one of the trustee conferences 
held during the past year. 

Evenings, too, there were informal get- 
togethers, in this one’s room or that, some 
irustees being good storytellers, accord- 
ing to rumor and the gales of laughter 
that called others to share in the fun. 

There is no need to report whether those 
irustees overheard above were at the Wal- 
denwoods or Clear Lake workshops, or 
whether they were at trustee conferences 
held at Johnson's Rustic Resort on Hough- 
ion Lake or at Flora-Dale Resort on Lake 
Michigan in early September; or later at 
Blaney Park in the Upper Peninsula where 
over 30 trusiees, representing 27 public 
libraries, spent two fruitful days together. 

The point that matters is that they were 
ihere, more of them than had ever come 
together before, to clear with each other 
in earnest fashion what a live-wire trustee 
does to promote his home library. 

The state trustee program was launched 
by the Michigan State Board for Libraries 
a year ago, on an experimental basis, 
through a grant of $25,000 from the W. K. 
Kellogg Foundation for a_ three-year 
period. 

Five trustee conierences were held so 
that any trustee anywhere in the state 
would be within reasonable distance of 
one of them. 

In addition, trustees in 10 counties have 
had a dinner and evening meeting to- 
gether with other interested local citi- 
zens and guests. The first meeting, 
at Tawas City, included trustees from 
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Iosco, Ogemaw, Gladwin, Oscoda, and 
Alcona, who talked about the poggj. 
bility of a regional library in their areg. 
Recently, trustees from Wexford and Mis. 
saukee counties held a similar session. 

Other county-wide meetings included 
those in Macomb, Montcalm, Washtenaw, 
Ogemaw, Berrien, Tuscola, Cass, Ionia, 
Kalamazoo, Delta and Hillsdale. Alto 
gether, at least 500 trustees have been 
active in some part of the program this 
first year. 

Planning for better and better library 
service is a trustee’s prime function, trus- 
tees at all meetings agreed. Meshing it 
with special community needs is essen- 
tial. 

“If our library were a bright spot on the 
main drag,” one trustee suggested,, ‘'tour- 
ists might stop over in our town to enjoy 
our scenery and books, instead of just 
rushing through like a pack of jack-rab- 
bits.” 

“It gets noised around in a state with 
a big tourist industry,” she added, “‘that 
it's a good thing to park your trailer where 
there’s a good public library. Vacations 
are reading time for lots of people.” 

“It's not only bright lights that lure our 
youngsters away from our home commun- 
ities,’ another trustee declared. ‘“'It's in- 
tellectual and spiritual starvation.” 

This began a discussion of the shining 
part libraries can play in making rural 
communities good places for living, mak- 
ing homes and rearing youngsters. 

Good libraries cost money. There have 
to be books. There have to be talented 
librarians. There have to be comfortable 
and inviting buildings. 

Who is better able to lay these facts 
on the table at meetings of the city fa 
thers than library trustees? There are 
many timcs when an informed trustee can 
speak more effectively than his librarian 
for a better budget, an increased salary 
scale, a plan for sick leave, or vacations 
for ihe staff. 

Moreover, aggressive trustees can get 
a whole community to look with conti- 
dence to their libraries if they tackle the 
job as a sound piece of long-range public 
relations. That's exactly what happened 
in Montclair, New Jersey, in the short 
space of five years, according to William 
Marcus, trustee and Margery Quigley, 
the librarian, in their Portrait of a Library. 
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FOR THE REFERENCE COLLECTION 
Burt, William Henry, 1903— 

The mammals of Michigan by William 
H. Burt. Illustrated by Richard Philip 
Grossenneider. Ann Arbor, The Univer- 
sity of Michigan Press, 1946. 


[vii]—XV, 288 p. illus. (part colored) . 


3.50. 

A book for which librarians and stu- 
dents of mammology alike have been 
watching has just been published by The 
University of Michigan Press. Since the 
Michigan Handbook Series, No. 2 by L. 
R. Dice has long been out of print there 
has been a constant demand for a new 
book on the mammals of Michigan. 

The book is divided into two parts. 
The first is descriptive of the fauna of 
Michigan. Sections on changes of fauna 
in the state, economic importance and a 
section on taxidermy will interest ama- 
teurs and inspire them to go ahead with 
their study of the zoology of Michigan. 
This part is followed by classitication 
schemes for the more serious students. 
The dental formula, although not new, is 
found:in this book. It is unfortunate this 
is not described in the text. 

The second part of the book is devoted 
to the animals present or animals that 
have been known in the state. The pen 
and ink drawings of Richard Philip Gros- 
senneider are the finest mammal pictures 
that have appeared in books in many 
years. The color plates are very well 
done although color reproduction has not 
always been of the best. Besides ihe 
dental formula for each mammal, we find 
physical description, habits and habitat, 
and distribution charts. Each section is 
followed by a bibliography for further 
study. The combined bibliographies 
would give a most complete study out- 
line on the mammals of Michigan. 

Librarians will welcome this volume to 
add to their reference shelves on natural 
history. Students will welcome this book 
for its taxonomic usefulness as well as 
its systematic study. 

The format of the book is attractive— 
the type used makes the book easy read- 
ing. It is unfortunate there are some flaws 
in the printing in some copies but there is 
compensation for this in the text and il- 
lustrations which give us a book that is 
both readable and useful. 


F. Ridlen Harrell 
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M.L.A. CRUISE-CONVENTION 
(Continued from Page 6) 
in library work with boys and girls will 
be added to the staff of the University 
of Michigan Library School by the Spring 
of 1947. 
COLLEGE LIBRARY SECTION 

Mid-September being a bad time for 
college and university librarians to at- 
tend a meeting, as it is just the time for 
the opening of the school year, a large 
attendance was not anticipated for the 
section meeting. Though the group was 
small, interest in the topic to be discussed 
was fairly keen. 

Following the election of officers every- 
one in attendance participated in the dis- 
cussion concerning the problem of the re- 
lationship of A.C.R.L. and the A.L.A. As 
it was a question of interest to more than 
just the group present, and because we 
should like to see a stronger section, it 
was decided that we try to hold a special 
meeting of the section sometime before the 
Christmas holidays to discuss the ques- 
tion more fully, and perhaps, to take some 
group action to be passed on to the A.L.A. 
before the Mid-winter Conference. 


COUNTY LIBRARY SECTION 

The County Library Section of the M.L.A. 
met twice during the cruise. New officers 
were elected, and a meeting at Tawas 
in November was agreed upon. Dr. 
Schuler of the Department of Rural Soci- 
ology, Michigan State College, described 
the study of rural library users and non- 
users, now being made in Lenawee Coun- 
ty. The problem of libraries in locali- 
ties where funds are not ample for both 
public and school libraries was discussed. 

Dr. Schuler and the committee working 
on the Lenawee County Survey will re- 
port again at the November meeting. The 
conclusions reached, concerning public 
and school libraries in small localities will 
be further discussed. These conclusions 
were that the purposes being different, 
a location suitable for one is often unsuit- 
able for the other, and that the operation 
of combined libraries presents administra- 
tion difficulties, including financial ar- 
rangements. The point that circumstances 
might alter cases was touched upon and 
will be further considered in the No- 
vember meeting. 


JUNIOR LIBRARIANS SECTION 


The annual meeting of the Junior Li- 
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brarians Section was held at ten o'clock 
September 14, in the Egyptian Lounge of 
the SS South American. The newly elect 
ed vice-president, Claxton Helms, presid. 
ed in the absence of the President, Jessie 
Mae Waggoner. Matters proceeded iy 
an informal fashion, as comments were 
exchanged and plans for the future took 
shape. 

Mr. Helms reported on the national 
meeting of the Junior Members Round 
Table, at the ALA Conference in Buffalo, 
He explained the details of the Juniors’ 
project to help destitute European librari- 
ans, which is being carried out by local 
groups. Eleanor Mason summarized, 
briefly, the history and purposes of Mich- 
igan Junior Members. 

One person from each of the seven M. 
L. A. state districts was designated to list 
all people in each area who are eligible 
for J.M.S., and to organize a local group 
where none exists at present. The lists 
of eligible personnel will be sent to the 
Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Elsie Kelly, of 
the Detroit Public Library, to be contacted 
and invited to join this section. 


REFERENCE SECTION 

On Saturday morning, September 14th, 
a short meeting of the Reference Section 
was held in the lobby of the S. S. South 
American. John G. Lorenz, the president, 
presided. The chief topic for consideration 
was the proposed directory of newspaper 
tiles in Michigan libraries, which the Ref 
erence Section decided last year to under- 
take. The question of scope and form 
were discussed and the decision reached 
to include only newspapers published in 
Michigan. The intention of the directory 
is to determine which libraries will be re 
sponsible for maintaining files of each 
newspaper and thus enable other li 
braries to dispose of their holdings. The 
incoming president was instructed to ap 
point a committee which would carry 
on this project to its conclusion. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 

The School Libraries Section held two 
business meetings in connection with the 
M.L.A. Cruise Sept. 13-16, 1946. 

The chief business of the section was 
the consideration and adoption of a con- 
stitution, the tentative draft of which had 
been prepared by the Constitution com- 
mittee, Jeannette Johnson, Chairman. In 
this constitution the object of the section 

(Continued on Page 20) 
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JUNIORS’ 


HIGH 
CHAIR 


By 


William Bartels 


The main dish served on the high chair 
this issue is one filled with crispy energy 
and crunchy vitamins. It was concocted 
by our State Chairman, Miss Jessie Mae 
Waggoner of the Detroit Public Library. 
Miss Waggoner offers pertinent informa- 
tion as to the “why, what and how” of 
organizing a Junior Members Section. It 
should be noted that the Junior Members 
are now considered a Section rather than 
a Round Table as in the past. This change 
was made at the September 1946 M.L.A. 
meeting on the S.S. South American. 

Dear Juniors, Present and Prospective: 

After becoming acquainted with 
dozens of energetic, up-and-coming 
juniors at state meetings and at the 

Detroit get-togethers, | am very eager 

to meet more and more of you and 

hopeful that all of you may come to 
know each other and learn what is 

happening throughout the state li- 

brary world. 


WHO are Juniors? ‘Membership is 
open to all young persons interested 
in library work,” according to ihe 
state constitution. ‘Young persons” 
are, for this purpose, ‘any who have 
not attained the age of 35 years, or, 
have been in the library profession 
for less than 10 years.” Don't over- 
look that last phrase, for we want to 
welcome into our fold any newcomers 
in the field, whether they are “‘infants’’ 
ornot. Anyway, no one is ever going 
to stop you at the door and ask for 
your birth certificate, so don’t be too 
fussy. One of our primary functions 
is to get acquainted, not only with 
each other, but with the aims and ac- 
tivities of th profession. 
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DUES are nominal—only twenty- 
five cents a year, payable by the first 
of January. 

WHY was the JMS organized? At 
the organization meeting held in the 
fall of 1937 at Detroit, the following 
reasons were given: 


(1) We hereby have an opportunity to 
speak more freely as a group than is 
possible as individuals at the regular 
meetings; 
(2) New people in the profession may 
become oriented more easily; 
(3) We have the opportunity to meet 
co-workers in the library field; 
(4) We are able to undertake projects 
not taken up, but needed, by other 
groups; 
(5) Outstate members, particularly, 
are afforded a means of acquainting 
themselves with others in the field. 
WHAT have we done? Among 
other projects, we have accomplished 
ihe following: in 1940 we compiled 
and published a ‘Directory of Michi- 
gan Librarians” (which incidentally, 
is in great need of revisions); we com- 
piled "Michigan Authors,’’ which em- 
phasizes information on lesser authors 
unlikely to be found elsewhere, and 
which is available for reference at 
Grand Rapids; and, last year, we 
sponsored the M.L.A. Waldenwoods 
Institute. 


WHAT are our PLANS? The details 
of the coming year’s schedule can not 
be revealed until later, but this much 
we can say—lots of plans are in the 
making. Business and pleasure will 
be combined at our meetings, despite 
the adage that they don't mix. 


WHAT can YOU do? (1) Keep post- 
ed by reading this column, also the 
JMS News Letter when it arrives. (2) 
Join the JMS, (3) Persuade others to go 
and do likewise. 

That's all fornow. However, I hope 
that I'll be seeing you at our next 
meeting. 


JESSIE MAE WAGGONER, Chairman 


Junior Members Section, 
Michigan Library Association. 





M.L.A. CRUISE-CONVENTION 


(Continued from Page 18) 
is stated to be “to extend and improve 
library service in all schools of Michigan.” 
Among the policies emphasized are the 
following: 
1. To increase the awareness of 
Michigan teacher training institu- 
tions, school administrators, 
teachers, and the community of 
ihe value of the library in the 
educational system; 
2. To encourage well - qualified 
young people to choose librarian- 
ship for their profession and to 
train for it. 

Recruiting for librarianship was felt to 
be the crying need at this time. Mrs. E]l- 
lenor Rohrback of Detroit gave a report 
on recruiting in the Detroit area. Her 
committee sponsored a tea given for coun- 
sellors of high schools, both public and 
parochial, YMCA and YWCA secretaries, 
counsellors for veterans, and other people 
interested in vocational guidance. 

Speakers were chosen to tell of the dif- 
ferent types of library work that a young 
person might enter; public library work 
with its manifold divisions; special li- 
braries, industrial, hospital, newspaper, 
and school libraries. 

The committee on standards for school 
libraries, Miss Esther Barth, chairman, 
prepared a report suggesting improve- 
ment in standards based on the survey of 
Michigan high school libraries made by 
the North Central Association 1943. Copies 
of the report were distributed to the mem- 
bers present. Suggestions were made for 
libraries in schools in four groups — 
schools having fewer than 200 pupils, 
those having 200-500, 500-599;—over 1000. 

The School Libraries Section sponsored 
ihe open meeting on Sunday afternoon. 
Dr. Leon Carnovsky, of the University of 
Chicago, was the speaker. His theme 
was ‘New Perspectives on an Old Theme: 
Which Way Librarianship?” 

After his regular speech he gave a brief 
account of the work of the committee on 
education in Japan, which was sent to 
that country to advise General MacArthur 
on educating the Japanese in the ways of 
democracy. The School Librarians were 
proud to present Dr. Carnovsky as their 
speaker, and feel that he contributed very 
materially to the pleasure and enthusiasm 
of the Cruise. It was a privilege to have 
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him with us for the entire week-end. 


TRUSTEES SECTION 

The Trustees Section held its annual 
meeting in the Card Room of the SS South 
American, on Saturday, September 1]4 
Mrs. Alice Parker, Chairman, presided, 

The regular business of the meeting 
consisted of the reading of minutes of the 
meeting of officers of the section, and spe 
cial committee meetings held during the 
year. 

The two most important pieces of busj- 
ness brought before this meeting were: 
1. Discussion of the aims of Trustees 
in Michigan, which had _ been 
drawn up by a special committee, 

2. The reading and adopting of By- 

laws for the section. 

The aims of the Trustees Section are 
broad in scope. They are directed toward 
an active program of library participation 
in the State. 

The By-laws had been considered prev- 
iously in every district Trustees meeting, 
Suggestions for changes had been made, 
amendments had been proposed and were 
incorporated in the By-laws which were 
finally adopted. 

Greetings from the Michigan Library 
Asociation were brought to the assembled 
Trustees by Miss Adeline Cooke, Presi- 
dent and Mr. Donald Kohlstedt, President- 
elect. 

A report, on additional activities in the 
State through the trustee program of the 
State Library, was given by Miss Evelyn 
Parks, Trustee Consultant. 

The report of the nominating commit 
tee was accepted and new officers were 
elected. 

That membership in the Trustees Sec 
tion has increased so remarkably during 
the past year, warrants special com- 
mendation from the whole Association. A 
three hundred per cent increase was 
shown over the membership for last year. 
Mrs. Parker has been chairman of this 
section for the past two years. It has 
been due, largely, to her efforts that there 
has been such increased activity among 
Trustees in the Association. Members 
of the section expressed their apprecia- 
tion for her very fine work at the end of 
the meeting. The group recommended the 
development of a scholarship fund to be 
used for the training of librarians. This 
piece of business is to be carried over 
into the next year. 
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Librarians were in evidence at ihe an- 
nual conference of the Michigan Council 
on Adult Education held in Grand Rapids, 
October 22-23. Mrs. Loleta Fyan presided 
for ihe group. Others present were Mary 
Kenan, Muskegon County; Ruth Warncke, 
Grand Rapids; Gladys Miller, Battle 
Creek; John Lorenz, Grace Ashby Burgett, 
Louise Rees, Michigan State Library; 
Estelle Killinger, Kent County; Ruth Rut- 
zen, Mabel Conat, Grace England, Detroit 
Public. Miss Rutzen is now on the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Council. Edgar 
Schuler, Sociology Department, Michigan 
State College in his work with the County 
Librarians Survey has become a librarian 
by interest so we're counting him tco. 


* * * 


At the request of the manager of the 
local station, WIMM the Jackson Public 
Library has been presenting a fifteen min- 
ute book talk over the radio every Friday 
morning at 11:30 A. M. A tew of the new 
tiles added each week to the library 
are discussed. Occasionally a program 
is devoted to children’s books or some 
special group on one subject. Eight or 
ten new cook book titles have been dis- 
cussed and a group of new books on 
music. Telephone calls to the library be- 
fore the program is finished indicate that 
the program is successful in arousing in- 
terest. 

Jackson County librarians are making 
tours of neighboring libraries as part of 
their fall project. During the last month 
Mrs. Minnie Singer, Brooklyn Library 
Board, Mrs. Helena Ambrose, Vandercook 
Lake, and Mrs. Nellie Russell, Napoleon, 
visited agencies of the Lenawee County 
Library. The following week Mrs. Minnie 
Raser, Concord, Mrs. Vera Thuron, Spring- 
port, and Mrs. Louise Tefft, Springport, 
visited Ingham County Library with Miss 
Maud Grill. 


December 1946 





a Parks 


* 


Have you ever been able to follow a 
book that really traveled? One of ours 
made a real tour recently. Phoebe Bart- 
lett, clerical assistant at Ingham County, 
took home Disney's ‘Nutcracker Suite.” 
There her sister, Jean saw it and borrowed 
it for her lst grade at Cedar Street School 
in Lansing (really outside our territory). 
After being read also by the 2nd and 4ih 
grades Jean took it home where her room- 
mate Mildred Seelye saw it and took it 
for her 4th grade at Christiancy School. 
Teachers from kindergarten through 6th 
grades used it in their rooms. Marion Rydt, 
lst grade teacher, drew illustrations from 
ihe book in color, which are to be photo- 
graphed in colored slides for use in 
music and art in the building. The Girl 
Scouts, in appreciation for use of a room 
for their weekly meetings are purchasing 
the book and presenting it to the building. 
The music teacher is purchasing a copy 
to circulate with her records of the suite. 

Miss Esther Anson joined the Adult 
Education Department at Michigan State 
College this summer as Family and Youth 
Counselor. Don Phillips heads the de- 
partment. 

Mabel Fulton, reference librarian at 
Michigan State Library, found that getting 
to Ireland is much less difficult than get- 
ting back. We're glad she did finally 
get back safe and sound after her visit 
with her family, and now she can tell us 
about east and west Atlantic flying con- 
ditions. The State Library Staff couldn't 
meet her at the dock, but as many as 
could went to the bus station to greet her 
with a "Welcome home, Mabel.” 


Bill Bartell of the Lansing Public Li- 
brary played the part of a policeman in 
ihe Lansing Civic Players production of 
Brighten the Corner.’’ Dorothy Morris, 
also of the Lansing Public, is a member 
of the Lansing Symphony Orchestra. 
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BEHIND THE STACKS (Continued) 


Those of us in the Detroit Public Li- 
brary are happy to welcome Miss Marian 
Young as new Chief of the Children's De- 
partment. As Robinson Crusoe is to 
the crowded city dwellers, so is Parnassus 
On Wheels to those who like books and 
people, and it was the romance of a 
traveling bookshop which first attracted 
Miss Young to library work. Educational- 
ly speaking, she attended Cincinnati Uni- 
versity, taking an Education degree in her 
fifth year, after which she taught for a 
short time. Then came the chance to re- 
alize the dream of a Parnassus on Wheels. 
Miss Young joined the Bookmobile. Dur- 
ing this same period in Cincinnati, she 
also worked in branch libraries, and later 
went on to Columbia taking an L. S. de- 
gree, returning after the year’s work to 
head the Main Children's Room. From 
Cincinnati, Miss Young went out West 
to be Supervisor of Work with Children 
in the Des Moines Public Library. 

"There is one phrase expressing this 
experience of library work with children 
which I have always liked,” said Miss 
Young: " ... Bringing book and children 
happily together .. .” 


* * 


On the radio! Sure enough! WKAR 
asked the State Library to assist in ar- 
ranging for programs on their Story Hour 
from August 31 through October 5. Miss 
Paula Cliffe, Michigan State College led 
off, followed by Alta Parks, Ingham Coun- 
ty; Beulah Bock, Augusta Gienapp, and 
Doris Sutherland, Lansing Public; Doro- 
thy Rosek, State Library; and Jean Chand- 
ler, East Lansing. 

The program continues now as a full 
fifteen minute program at 4:30 on Tues- 
Cay, Wednesday, and Thursday. Since 
WKAR is interested in helping promote 
library service to areas now without it, 
they have used the theme of a bookmobile 
stop. 

Luck was with Mrs. Betty French, teach- 
er-librarian, on her return trip from the 
September Teacher-Librarians’ Institute at 
Waldenwoods, when she stopped at Mar- 
ion about 7:00 o'clock to inquire about bus 
connections. Expecting to have to wait 


until midnight, she met some neighbors 
from Kalkaska who gave her a lift home. 
They had made a “quick trip.” Had 
she been three or four minutes later, or 
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ten or fifteen minutes earlier, she would 
have missed them. 


The male contingent of the Grang 
Rapids Library staff has been increased 
by two newcomers. Clarence D. Weaver, 
of Columbus, Ohio, has just been appoint 
ed to take charge of the Catalog and Op 
der departments. He came to Grand 
Rapids from the Ohio State Archeologj- 
cal library at Columbus, where he had 
been head of the Catalog department for 
twelve years. Mr. Weaver is a graduate 
of the School of Library Science at West 
ern Reserve University. 

DeLyle P. Runge, World War 11 veteran 
and graduate of ihe University of Wiscon- 
sin Library School, has joined the Grand 
Rapids staff as an assistant in the busi 
ness and Technology room. Mr. Runge 
is a native of Wisconsin, majoring in 
commerce and marketing before he took 
up library work. 

Mate Graye Hunt, formerly librarian at 
W. E. Greiner Junior High School, Dallas, 
Texas, has been appointed Assistant Di- 
rector at the recently established Depart 
ment of Librarianship, Western Michigan 
College at Kalamazoo. The faculty of 
full time instructors in this department 
now numbers two since the appointment 
of Miss Hunt. 

A wealth of experience as a teacher and 
as a school librarian, also a rich literary 
background, contribute to Miss Hunts 
preparation for her new position. She 
received her M. A. degree from Southem 
Methodist University and her Library 
Science degree from Peabody where she 
returned to teach children's literature and 
Library Science during two summers. 
Miss Hunt also taught Library Science 
at Sam Houston State Teachers College 
at Huntville, Texas. 

Miss Hunt has a wide acquaintance in 
Michigan resulting from her two summers 
with the workshops at Hastings and Cold- 
water which were sponsored by the Uni- 
versity of Chicago and the W. K. Kel 
logg Foundation. Michigan is fortunate 
to have attracted the return of so able 
an instructor in the field of school library 
service. 


Miss Blanche Robertson has been ap- 
pointed Assistant Librarian in Hackley 
Public Library, Muskegon, in place of 
Miss May V. Sibley who has retired. 
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CRUISE NEWS 
Just had to use that heading! 


We understand that outstanding cruise 
hats were worn by Mr. A. H. McMillan, 
Trustee, Bay City Public Library, and Mr. 
Ralph Ulveling, Librarian, Detroit Public 
Library. 

Unofficial cruise photographer — Mr. 
Donald Kohlstedt. Sometime, somewhere 
in the movies, you may see yourself as 
you really were on the cruise (at least 
as Don caught you). 


The Michigan Library Association cruise 
didn't attract Jack Benny, but his home 
town (Waukegan, Illinois) was represent- 
ed by its librarian, Ruth Gregory. 


Nice to have Ruth Minglin, former La- 
peer County Librarian, on the cruise. Miss 
Minglin left early last spring to become 
librarian at Wooster, Ohio. 


Susanna Titus, librarian of Ross County 
libraries, Chillicothe, Ohio, was also on 
the cruise. Fine to have out-of-state folks 
join our activities. 

Silvester Hickey of the Book Cadillac 
Hotel, Detroit, a lawyer, was also on ithe 
cruise. He became an associate member 
just because he is interested in librari- 
ans and thinks they are nice people. I'm 
sure we all approve of those sentiments, 
don't we? 

Verva Tobias, assistant at Ingham 
County, comments that she wishes she 
could wake up every morning to the 
chimes of the call to breakfast. 


. * * 


M.L.A. is proud of the number of Trus- 
tees who joined the Cruise. Registration 
showed that 17 Trustees, several accom- 
panied by husband or wife, took time out 
from their busy lives to join the regular 
librarians. It is an interesting sidelight 
to note that the following places were 
represented: Jackson, Kalamazoo, East 
Lansing, Jonesville, Bay City, Harbor 
Beach, Evart, Lake City, Grand Rapids 
Adrian, Ionia and Gladwin. A fine show- 
ing indeed! 

Radio participation seems to be hitting 
Michigan Libraries everywhere. The La- 
peer Public Library and the Lapeer Coun- 
ty Library are sponsoring a Library Hour 
over the local radio station WMPC, the 
first and third Tuesday of each month. 


December 1946 


SMART STUFF AT THE COUNTY 
LIBRARIANS INSTITUTE AT 
TAWAS CITY, NOV. 13 


Dr. Schuler, quoting from a speaker 
at the Adult Education conference, ‘You 
can evaluate an adult education program 
by seeing what kind of limbs they're go- 
ing out on.” 

Zona Williams—'And I'm left with the 
limbs.” 

Kay Wilson, Muskegon County Li- 
brary—Emily Dickinson said, “There is 
no frigate like a book, but some go deluxe 
and some go steerage.” 


* * * 


An odd outcome of the visit to Ingham 
County was a letter from a local resident 
at -——————. saying that when Mrs. 
Raser made her report, she mentioned 
Miss Parks of Ingham County. Since she 
had recently become a member of the 
D.A.R. through the Parks connections in 
her family, she wondered if there was a 
relationship. Sorry, our ancestors came 
over with the potato famine rather than 
with the Mayflower excdus. 
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One of the new faculty members at the 
Paw Paw Training School this year is 
Louise Galloway who was appointed li- 
brarian. She is the first trained librarian 
the school has had and is well prepared 
for her role as ‘‘critic’’ librarian. For she 
will not only reorganize the school library 
to bring it up to standard for schools of 
its size but will supervise the work of 
the student librarians from the recently 
established Department of Librarianship 
at Western Michigan College. 


Miss Galloway had her.academic and 
professional preparation at the University 
of Kentucky in Lexington, Kentucky and 
is working on her advanced degree at 
Columbia University during summer ses- 
sions. She was librarian of the Demon- 
stration School at the University of Ken- 
tucky which is one of the outstanding 
schools of its kind. 


* * * 


“BACKING INTO BOOK WEEK" was 
the cautious slogan adopted by the Van 
Buren County Library since they hap- 
pened upon an item in an astrology maga- 
zine warning two of the staff that ‘after 
the tenth of November things tend to slow 
up to such a degree that they may appear 
to be going backward insiead of for- 
ward. Since they don't believe in signs, 
they have only planned story hours for 
the Girl Scouts of Paw Paw and the chil- 
dren of Bangor, Bloomingdale, Covert, De- 
catur, Gobles, Hartford, Lawton, Lawrence, 
and Paw Paw. Mrs. Ruth Dodge, teach- 
er-librarian of Decatur, sponsored a Book- 
Week banquet for the entire high school. 


* * * 


SHADES OF SANTY CLAUS! 


Small fry observing display for Colum- 
bus Day at Mason Library: ‘Oh, two 
more days and Christopher Columbus will 
be here, won't he?” 


Anything human—anything interesting 

that takes place among your staff mem- 
bers——that’s what we want for this page. 
If you wish it to reflect state interesis 
rather than having a Lansing area and 
county library ‘‘taint,’’ be sure to send 
in your bits of news. Postcards are fine. 
Send them when you think of them-— 
don't wait until you forget! 


PA 


A.L.A. APPOINTMENTS e 


Miss Louise Singley, Director of Wome 
with Children in the Public Library 
Kalamazoo, was honored at the Buffelar 
conference of the American Library 
sociation. Miss Singley was elected que 
ihe Board of the Division of Libraries fai 
Children and Young People as director {gm 
the Children’s Library Association. Thi 
is to carry through the unfilled term @ 
Miss M. Ethe! Bubb for two years. E 

Another appointment of interest is that 
of Mrs. Mary B. Kenan, Muskegon Cou 
iy Library, who has been elected as. 
Executive Secretary of ihe Library Exe 
tension Division of A.L.A. 2 


* * * 


.... THE TIME IS NOW!—TO JOIN ..@ 
THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Your future depends, in a large meage 
ure on the success and prestige of your 
national organization. : 


“The A.L.A. needs your brains, your 
crilicism, your money, your energy and: 
enthusiasm. It needs you.” 


For membership information, write John 
G. Lorenz, Michigan State Library, Lam 
sing 13. 7 


* * * 


REMEDIAL READING 


One of the most challenging problems 
of libraries is the finding of books fe 
people who cannot or will not read, ae 
cording to the American Library Associéé 
tion which is attacking the problem wilt 
the publication of Books for Adult Begin 
ners*, a list compiled by the staff of thé 
Readers’ Bureau of the Cincinnati Publi¢ 
Library. 


Books for grades 1 to 4 are listed in thé 
order of their difficulty, and books listed 
for grades 5 to 7 are arranged by subijedi 
There are some 500 titles in the list, 75% 
of which were published during the past 


six years. 


“Books for Adult Beginners: Grades | 0 
7 ...Compiled by The Staff of the Reat 
ers’ Bureau of the Public Library of Cilt 
cinnati, Pauline J. Fihe, Director, Violé 
Wallace and Martha Schultz, Readest 
Advisors. American Library Association 
50 East Huron Street, Chicago, 1946. S6p: 
75¢. 


The Michigan Librarian 














